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Preface. 


£t  is  more  than  probable,  I  Jhould  never 
have  farther  purfued  my  inquiry  >  concerning 
ruptures  of  the  uterus,  if  the  fequel  of  Mrs. 
Mannings  medical hijlory,  had  not  fupplied 
fome  interejiing  and  important  circumfkances* 
My  firft  intention  was  to  have  had  the  par- 
ticulars inferted  in  one  of  the  periodical 
publications  -y  but  when  I  confdered  that  the 
valuable  communications  of  my  friends,  toge- 
ther with  what  I  had  read  and  obferved, 
might  afford  additional  information  on  this 
obfcure  fubjec~l,  I  refolved,  without  much  al- 
tering the  arrangement,  to  blend  the  new 
materials  with  the  old,  and  give  the  whole 
to  the  world,  with  the  title  of  observati- 


ii  PREFACE. 

ONS  ON  THE  RUPTURE  OF  THE  GRAVID 
UTERUS. 

Although  I  have  already  experienced  the 
public  indulgence,  it  is  not  'without  the 
great  eft  anxiety  and  diffidence,  that  I  again 
fub?nit  myfelf  to  its  judgment.  I  have  fome- 
times  been  fearful,  leafi  the  complacency, 
with  which  every  man  views  tranfaBions  in 
which  he  himfelf  has  born  a  part,  Jfjould 
have  led  me  to  over -rate  the  importance  of 
the  fubjecl  :  yet  after  having  examined  the 
objections  to  delivery  in  uterine-rupture, 
with  all  the  impartiality  and  attention  in 
my  power,  I  continue  to  think  them  ill- 
founded  and  confder  thofe  prejudices,  which 
oppofe  the  practice,  to  be  of  fo  dangerous  a 
tendency,  as  to  make  the  endeavour  to  com- 
bat and  remove  them  an  acJ  of  duty.  'This 
might  have  -been  more  ably  performed  by 
other  men  of  the  profcfjion  ;  but  from  having 


PREFACE.  m 
■i  employed  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Mannings 
it  became  more  immediately  incumbent  on  me 
to  make  the  attempt. 

To  excite  the  attention  of  others ;  to  the 
frequency  of  the  accident ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  to  relieve  their  minds,  from  the  dread- 
ful imprefpon  of  inevitable  death  annexed  to 
it,  were  principal  inducements  to  my  becom- 
ing an  author  :  it  therefore  affords  me  fome 
fatisfaBion  to  perceive,  by  the  ingenious  pub- 
lication of  Mr.  Goldfon,  and  a  learned  paper 
on  Extra-uterine  Conceptions,  by  Dr.  Garth- 
fiore,  inferted  in  the  London  Medical  Jour- 
nal, that  my  former  work  has  not  been  wholly 
nfelefs.    Thefe  gentlemen  do  not  indeed  think 
exactly  as  I  do  ;  but  difference  of  opinion  is 
favourable  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  when  the 
point  can  be  argued  with  temper  and  with 
candour.    The  fpirit  of  inveftigation  is  ren- 
dered more  accurate  and  more  aclive,  when 
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the  mind  meditates  attack,  or  prepares  for 
defence,  than  when  engaged  in  the  mere  de- 
tail of  uncontf  over  ted  facts.  With  thefe 
fentiments  I  jnuji  not  repine  if  my  opinions 
are  difputed ;  but  fubmit  with  a  good  grace i 
in  the  hope  that  light  may  be  produced  by 
the  collijion.  Tet  I  fo  well  know,  how  lia- 
ble men  are  to  be  hurt  by  firicJures  on  what 
they  have  advanced,  that  I  have  moji  fiudi- 
oufly  avoided  whatever  could  bear  that  con- 
JlrucJion  }  and  hope,  that  on  all  occafions,  I 
have  expref  'ed  myfelf  in  terms  not  ofif'enfivet 
even  to  thofe,from  whom  I  have  been  obliged 
to  diffent. 

The  cafes  which  I  have  introduced  by  way 
of  illujiration,  whether  from  books >  or  the 
information  of  my  friends,  are  given  with  as 
much  fidelity  as  the  nature  of  an  abjlrafl 
would permit :  for  it  has  been  my  particular 
wifi,  not  only  to  infert  every  circwnjianct 
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that  had  any  relation  to  the  point  in  quejlion  $ 
hut  even  to  preferve  the  author  s  own  mode 
of  exprefjion,  when  that  was  pojfible. 

If  I  fiould  ever  have  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  what  I  have  written,  has  been  produc- 
tive of  benefit  to  thofe,  whofe  fafety  And 
health  are  the  principal  objects  of  my  atten- 
tion, I  ft  all  recoiled!  the  doubts  and  fears  of 
the  prefent  moment,  without  regret:  and 
Jhould  the  world  approve  the  motives  which 
induced  me  to  publijh  this  work,  and  accept 
them  as  fo?ne  excufe  for  deficiency  in  the  exe- 
cution, I  jhall  have  obtained  all  the  favour % 
I  have  dared  to  expecJ. 

Sav'tlle-RoW) 
March  i,  1789. 


OBSERVATIONS 

O  N 

RUPTURES  OF  THE  UTERUS,  fife. 


Of  the  accidents  to  which  women  are  li- 
able from  pregnancy  or  parturition,  there 
is  none  that  excites  more  alarm,  or  is  at- 
tended with  more  danger,  than  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus :  Van  Swieten  fays,  "  Lethaliple- 
?'umqae  cum  evefttu."  The  fituation  of  the 
fufFerer  has  indeed  been  at  all  times  confi- 
dered  as  fo  very  hopelefs,  that  me  has  ufually 
been  left  to  perifh,  without  any  efforts  being 
made  to  relieve  her  -3  and  fuch  a  fpirit  of 
defpondency  muft  have  taken  polferTion  of 
the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  Paris,  who 
were  confulted  in  the  cafe  extracted  from 
Saviard,  and  of  thofe  of  Strafburg  in  that 
publifhed  by  Piftor.  The  peculiar  func- 
tion and  importance  of  the  injured  organ, 
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at  the  time  of  the  accident,  could  fuggeft 
none  but  the  moil  gloomy  apprehenfions  $ 
and  if  it  was  likewife  believed  to  be  a  cafe 
that  very  feldom  occurred,  profeffional  men 
would  not  be  encouraged  to  attempt  much, 
where  the  occafions  were  fo  few,  and  the 
event,  at  the  beft,  fo  very  doubtful  :  it  is 
only  by  fuppofing  them  to  have  decided 
under  fuch  unfavourable  impreffions,  that 
we  can  account  for  women  having  been 
left  to  die,  unaffifted.  But  the  practition- 
ers of  thefe  times,  porTeffing  authorities  of 
weight  fufficient  to  prove  its  frequency, 
will  no  longer  be  juftifiable  in  following 
fuch  examples,  if  the  poffibility  of  recovery 
can  once  be  fatisfactorily  eftablifhed. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  entertained  of 
the  frequency  of  ruptures  of  the  uterus, 
when  it  is  known  that  more  than  twenty 
cafes,  in  which  the  fact  was  demonftrated 
by  direction,  have  been  obferved  in  Lon- 
don, within  the  laft  twenty  years.  In 
Paris,  Gregoire  mentions  his  having  feen 
fixteen  in  a  practice  of  thirty  years ;  and 
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by  Bonetus,  Hildanus  and  others,  we  are 
fupplied  with  a  number  of  fimilar  inftances. 
But  the  greateft  number  of  thefe  hiftories 
having  been  preferved  as  records  of  remark- 
able rather  than  inftructive  fads,  many 
important  circumftances  have  been  omitted 
or  overlooked,  from  a  prefumption  that  the 
cafe  was  without  a  remedy. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  deaths 
which  have  happened  fuddenly  in  the  time 
of  labour  or  foon  after  delivery,  may  proba- 
bly have  been  in  confequence  of  a  laceration 
of  the  womb  or  its  appendages.  Of  fome, 
the  caufe  has  not  been  difcovered  till  after 
death,  and  of  many  more  has  never  been 
explained,  from  the  bodies  having  been  in- 
terred without  anatomical  infpection.  Even 
when  previous  fymptoms  have  afforded  the 
ftrongefl  reafon  to  believe  that  the  uterus 
was  the  part  affected,  the  precife  fituation 
and  extent  of  the  injury  has  ftill  been  un- 
determined, becaufe  it  has  been  impoflible 
to  obtain  leave  to  make  the  necefTary  exa- 
mination. 
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From  inaccuracy  therefore  on  the  one 
part  and  prejudice  on  the  other,  number- 
lefs  opportunities  of  acquiring  correct  ideas 
on  this  fubject,  have  been  neglected  or  loft ; 
and  the  term  rupture  of  the  uterus  has  been 
applied  to  all  cafes,  in  which  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  foetus,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  contained  in  the  womb,  had  made  its 
way  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

It  is  remarkable  that  writers  on  the  fub- 
ject of  midwifery,  of  an  early  and  of  a  later 
date,  fhould  all  agree  to  admit  a  principle 
to  which  their  practice  is  in  direct:  oppofi- 
tion.  They  grant  that  wounds  of  the 
uterus  are  not  certainly  mortal ;  yet  when 
a  foetus  has  wholly  efcaped  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen  through  a  rupture,  almoft 
with  one  confent  give  up  the  cafe  as  defpe- 
rate.  When  it  can  be  known  that  part  of 
the  child  remains  in  utero,  they  indeed  re- 
commend its  extraction  by  instruments,  or 
by  turning ;  but  fuggeft  no  method  to  re- 
lieve in  the  firft  cafe,  except  the  Csefarian 
fection.    Heifter  fays  :  "  Tunc  etiam  ven- 
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tris  fecJio,  quia  aliter  exire  aut  eximi  nequit, 
at  que  alias  mater  et  feet  us,  brevi  moriun- 
tur."  Jt  is  likewife  Van  Swieten's  opinion  : 
ff  Si,  utero  rupto,  totus  infans  in  ca-vo  ab- 
domine  htereat,  tunc  partus  impojjibilis  eft, 
et  fola  fupereft feblio  C a/area."   Thefe  quo- 
tations will  ferve  to  prove  what  were  the 
fentiments  of  medical  men  refpecting  this 
accident,  in  the  period  immediately  prece- 
ding the  prefent ;  fince  they  had  nothing 
to  recommend  but  an  expedient  almoft  as 
barbarous  and  as  hopelefs,  as  abandoning 
the  patient  to  her  fate. 

This  fupinenefs  and  defpondency  in  cafes 
of  ruptured  uterus,  has  acquired  in  our 
time,  additional  influence  from  the  opinion 
of  the  late  Dr.  Hunter.  It  feems  to 
have  been  one  of  thofe,  in  which  he  was 
averfe  to  attempt  any  thing  from  an  un- 
willingnefs  to  give  pain,  where  he  defpaired 
of  being  able  to  do  good.  Early  impreffed 
with  a  conviction  of  the  pernicious  confe- 
quences  which  might  refult  from  too  fre- 
quently recurring  to  the  application  of  arr 
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tificial  means  in  the  practice  of  midwifery, 
he  never  failed  to  inculcate  by  precept  and 
example,  a  reliance  on  the  action  of  the 
natural  powers.  But  though  defervedly  in 
the  higheft  eftimation  for  his  knowledge, 
correct  judgment,  and  long  experience, 
there  was  in  his  temper  a  caution  approach- 
ing timidity,  which,  on  fome  occafions 
tended  to  defeat  the  good  effects  which  his 
great  abilities  might  other  wife  have  produ- 
ced :  for  this  extreme  caution,  by  fuggefl- 
ing  a  poffibility  of  doing  too  much,  fre- 
quently influenced  him  to  difcourage  en- 
deavours, which  a  decided  conduct  might 
have  rendered  fuccefsful.  In  all  profeffional 
queftions,  his  character  gave  great  weight 
to  his  opinion ;  and  I  believe,  there  is  no 
doubt,  that  moft  of  his  cotemporaries  ac- 
quiefced  in  that  which  he  held  reflecting 
lacerations  of  the  uterus.  Indeed,  my 
friend  Dr.  Denman,  with  a  franknefs 
and  candour  that  does  him  honour,  has 
acknowledged  as  much,  in  the  cafe  which 
he  formerly  gave  me  leave  to  publifh ;  and 
I  have  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
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nine  ientiments  were  generally  held  by 
profefnonal  men. 

The  recovery  of  Mrs.  Manning  excited 
in  my  mind  a  train  of  more  chearful  ideas ; 
and  induced  me  to  examine  attentively  how 
far  this  defpondency  was  warrantable. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  effect  of  my 
refearches  in  a  practical  view,  I  have  been 
gratified  in  the  opportunity  of  teftifying  my 
refpect  to  the  public,  by  communicating  a 
cafe  extraordinary  of  its  kind  and  my  fa- 
tisfaction  is  much  increafed  by  being  now 
able  to  give  the  fequel  of  fo  remarkable  an 
hi  dory. 


THE  CASE  OF  MRS.  MANNING. 

On  September  the  12th,  1784,  about 
noon,  I  was  defired  by  one  of  the  midwives 
of  the  Lying-in-charity  to  vifit  Mrs.  Man- 
ning of  Denzel-ftreet,  Clare-market.  She 
had  been  feized  the  night  before  with  flight 
labour  pains  j  thefe  had  continued  regular 
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from  that  time  ;  and  the  membranes  had 
been  ruptured  eight  hours  :  yet  though  the 
os  tineas  was  confiderably  dilated,  the  child 
did  not  advance.  The  woman  was  become 
extremely  reftiefs,  complaining  of  exceffive 
pain  in  the  region  of  the  ofla  pubis ;  her 
looks-  were  wild,  threatening  convulfions  j 
and 'the  fears  of  both  midwife  and  atten- 
dants excited  to  the  higheft  degree  by  thefe 
appearances.  The  head  of  the  child,  tho' 
plainly  to  be  felt,  was  net  engaged  within 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis  :  fhe  feemed  to  fuf- 
fer  agony  during  the  action  of  the  pains  j 
yet  thefe  did  not  force  the  child  ftrongly 
againft  the  os  tinea3,  which  was  foft  and 
yielding.  Each  return  of  pain  caufed  her 
to  wreath  and  twift,  as  if  fuffering  from 
violent  cholic,  rather  than  from  the  yrging 
throes  of  common  labour ;  but  her  pulfe 
was  calm  and  regular,  nor  did  me  make 
any  particular  complaint,  except  of  the  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  pubis.  This  being  the 
ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  there  appearing  no 
reafon  to  induce- me  to  precipitate  the  deli- 
very, I  directed  the  patient  to  be  kept  as 
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cool" as  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather 
would  permit;  ordered  the  midwife  to 
watch  the  progrefs  of  the  labour,  without 
much  touching ;  and  to  be  guided  by  cir- 
cumstances, in  fencing  for  me, 

This  woman  was  in  ftature  low  3  her 
limbs  fmall,  and  her  complexion  pale  and 
fallow  ;  her  conftitution  was  naturally  weak 
and  delicate,  but  in  general  healthy  ;  fhe 
was  above  thirty  years  of  age,  and  this  was 
her  fourth  pregnancy  ;  two  of  her  children 
were  living,  and  her  former  labours  had 
been  very  lingering. 

About  nine  o'clock  the  fame  evening, 
the  midwife  informed  me, — That  there 
had  been  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
vagina  fome  time  after  I  left  her,  which 
however  did  not  continue  ;  that  the  pains 
had  been  more  fevere  for  an  hour  or  two, 
and  apparently  with  fome  efTecT: ;  but  had 
ceafed  about  half  an  hour  after  fix  o'clock. 
From  that  time  there  had  been  no  return 
pf  labour  pains ;  reaching,  with  exceffive 
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craving  for  drink  had  come  on;  and  the 
poor  woman  feemed  at  fome  times  like  one 
frantic,  at  others  almoft  lifelefs.' 

I  vifited  her  immediately,  and  was  truly 
alarmed  by  her  appearance.  Her  counter 
nance  was  pale  and  ghaftlyj  her  face  was 
lengthened  and  bedewed  with  cold  fweat ; 
her  pulfe  was  fcarcely  to  be  felt;  her  breath- 
ing was  fhcrt  and  quick,  with  great  anxiety ; 
the  only  pain  of  which  me  made  any  com- 
plaint, was  that  in  the  region  of  the  pubis ; 
her  naufea  and  thirh:  were  continual,  and 
the  returns  cf  the  reaching  very  frequent, 

By  examination  in  the  common  way,  I 
could  diftinguifh  nothing,  except  a  round 
moveable  fubftance,  which  I  fuppofed  to 
be  the  head  of  the  child ;  but  being  able  to 
reach  it  only  with  the  points  of  my  ringers, 
I  could  not  determine  with  any  certainty 
what  it  was.  The  woman  appearing  to  be 
in  extremis,  my  mind  was  fo  wholly  occu- 
pied by  her  danger,  as  to  preclude  all  rea- 
foning  with  rcfpect  to  the  caule.  Imme- 
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diate  delivery  feemed  to  promife  the  only 
chance  of  relief ;  which  though  flender,  I 
refolved  to  afford  her  by  turning  the  child. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  paffing  my  hand , 
and  the  fubftance  which  I  had  fuppofed  to 
be  the  child,  fled  before  the  tips  of  my 
fingers  :  by  following  it,  I  at  laft  perceived 
my  hand  was  in  a  cavity,  which  in  no  fort 
refembled  the  uterus.  I  was  then  forcibly 
and  painfully  ftruck  with  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  ;  and  on  examining  all  round,  could 
with  certainty  determine  that  my  hand  was 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  the  child  ly- 
ing on  the  fore  part ;  on  the  back  part,  the 
contracted  uterus  like  an  oblong  ball,  and 
the  inteftines  hanging  among  my  ringers. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  how  miferable  I 
felt  at  this  moment.  No  hope  of 
good  to  the  woman,  from  the  ufual  event 
of  fuch  cafes  •  no  pofiibility  of  confulting 
with  any  of  my  brethren  ;  and  a  neceffity 
of  determining  inftantly,  how  I  was  to  pro- 
ceed. I  decided  in  favour  of  immediate 
delivery  ;  my  hand  being  in  contact  with 
the  child;  the  feet  eafily  to  be  found;  and 
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no  poflible  advantage  to  be  expected  from 
delay  :  the  death  of  the  patient  was  what 
might  reafonably  be  expected  to  happen  $ 
and  I  was  well  aware  of  the  dreadful  im- 
preffion  which  the  death  of  a  woman  un- 
delivered, would  make  upon  the  minds  of 
others.    I  met  with  no  obftruction  to  the 
turning  and  extraction  of  the  child,  except 
in  the  paffage  of  the  head  through  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis.    While  my  hand  was 
in  fearch  of  the  feet,  I  thought  I  could 
perceive  that  the  placenta  was  like  wife  in 
the  abdominal  cavity ;  therefore  expected 
it  would  be  eafily  brought  away :  but  in 
this  I  was  miftaken  ;  for  it  had  fo  clung 
to  the  interlines,  that  I  was  under  the  ner 
ceffity  of  again  introducing  my  hand  to 
detach  it.     This  was  not  difficult,  and 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  being  ftill 
better  infcructed  in  the  nature  of  the  injury. 
The  uterus  feemed  to  have  been  ruptured 
tranfverfely,  on  the  lower  and  fore  part, 
fome  diftance  above  where  the  vagina  is 
connected  with  it ;  and  was  more  contract- 
ed in  its  fize  than  I  thought  poffible,  in 
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fhe  fhort  fpace  of  time  which  had  elapfcd 
iince  the  accident.  The  haemorrhage  was 
not  Greater  than  is  ufual  in  a  common 

o 

labour;  but  the  woman  complained  that 
fhe  ftill  felt  the  fame  fevere  and  unremit- 
ting pain  about  the  lower  part  of  her  belly, 
as  before  the  extraction  of  the  child.  With 
an  intention  to  alleviate  this  pain,  I  pre- 
fcribed  an  opiate  ;  directing  the  chamber 
to  be  kept  airy  and  cool,  and  her  drink  to 
be  mint  tea  or  gruel.  I  left  her  about 
eleven  o'clock,  with  very  little  expectation 
of  finding  her  alive  in  the  morning  ;  figni- 
fying  to  her  friend's  the  great  danger  of  her 
iituation  ;  and  enforcing  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  her  perfectly  undifturbed  and  quiet. 

Sept.  13.  She  was  quite  fenfible, 
though  fhe  had  been  very  refflefs  through 
the  night.  The  naufea  and  thirft  had 
greatly  diftrefled  her  during  the  firft  part 
of  it,  but  became  more  tolerable  towards 
morning;  and  the  reaching  after  fome 
hours,  had  neither  been  fo  violent  or  fo 
frequent  in  its  returns.    Her  complaint 
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Was  no  longer  of  her  belly,  but  of  her1 
bread,  pointing  to  the  feat  of  the  heart. 
The  anxiety  frill  affected  her  confiderably ; 
me  had  frequent  fighings ;  and  her  pulfe 
was  quick  and  fmail,  but  very  regular.  I 
directed  the  opiate  to  be  given  in  a  faline 
mixture,  with  a  little  cordial  confection. 

  14.  Cux-iofity  had  procured  her  too 

many  vilitors  the  day  before ;  and  the 
reaching  had  returned  in  the  evening  to  a 
violent  degfee,  with  great  heat  and  reftlefs- 
nefs.  Towards  morning  the  febrile  pa- 
roxyfm  terminating  in  a  profufe  fweat, 
the  vomiting  had  ceafed,  and  fhe  had  flept 
four  hours.  Her  pulfe  when  I  faw  her, 
was  calm  and  regular,  the  pain  and  anxiety 
much  abated. 

■          15.    Her  night  had  been  tolerably 

quiet :  her  pulfe  made  about  one  hundred 
flrokes  in  a  minute  with  a  confiderable 
degree  of  firmnefs ;  fo  that  my  friend,  Dr. 
Osborn,  who  faw  her  this  day  faid,  me 
had  not  a  dying  pulfe.    She  had  voided 
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her  urine  freely  and  regularly  from  the  day 
of  her  delivery ;  but  not  having  had  a 
ftool,  I  directed  fhe  might  take  a  folution 
of  the  cathartic  falts. 

 «  1 6,  She  had  two  ftools  the  pre- 
ceding evening  before  the  falts  could  be 
given  ;  complained  of  griping ;  but  in  other 
refpects  was  much  the  fame. 

  57.  A  diarrhoea  had  come  on  in  the 

night,  with  great  flatulency,  and  a  violent- 
pain  from  the  pit  of  the  flomach,  along 
the  whole  inteftinal  canal.  The  patient 
complained  likewife,  of  pain  and  forenefs 
extending  acrofs  from  ilium  to  ilium.  Her 
pulfe  was  quick  (one  hundred  and  ten) 
with  a  degree  of  fulnefs ;  her  belly  felt 
tumid  and  fomewhat  hard  -y  me  had  thirii, 
and  a  tendency  to  delirium.  I  had  her 
bled  to  eight  ounces,  and  directed  fhe 
mould,  every  two  or  three  hours,  take  a 
folution  of  the  cathartic  fait  in  mint- water 
with  a  few  drops  of  laudanum. 
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1         10.  The  delirium  was  gone  off,  and 

the  abdominal  pain  had  abated  foon  after 
the  bleeding.  The  blood  was  not  fizey. 
She  had  only  one  flool  in  the  night ;  yet 
her  pulfe  was  quicker  (one  hundred  and 
twenty)  than  it  had  ever  been.  t)r.  Hun- 
ter, who  was  fo'kind  as  to  accompany  me 
occafionally  in  my  vifits,  faw  her  this  day  : 
we  thought  it  unneceffary  to  repeat  the 
bleeding,  but  the  ufe  of  the  folution  was 
continued. 

«        19.  She  had  only  two  motions  in 

the  laft  twenty-four  hours  j  nor  did  fhe 
complain  of  pain,  excepting  when  there' 
was  an  inclination  to  go  to  ftool.  She  had 
flept  fome  hours  in  the  night ;  her  tongue 
was  moift,  and  her  pulfe  one  hundred  and 
ten,  with  greater  ftrength  and  firmnefs  iri 
the  ftrokes,  than  the  day  before. 

 20.    Having  had  a  return  of  the 

pain  and  purging  in  the  night,  an  opiate 
glyfter  was  injected  in  the  morning ;  aftec 
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which  thefe  complaints  ceafed.  Her  pulfe 
was  about  ninety  fix. 


 22.    Her  nights  had  been  quiet, 

and  her  belly  natural. 

 24.   She  continued  to  have  fome 

tendency  to  diarrhoea,  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  pain  at  the  time  of  each  motion  : 
yet  on  the  whole  me  feemed  to  gain  ground; 
having  a  pulfe  regular,  firm,  and  making 
ninety  ftrokes  in  a  minute ;  a  tongue  moift 
and  clean,  without  thirft.  She  had  been 
taken  out  of  bed  this  day,  with  lefs  incon- 
venience than  could  have  been  expected. 

 26.  She  had  ftill  flight  returns  of 

griping  pain  in  the  bowels ;  but  without 
purging  oftener  than  once  in  twenty-four 
hours. 

The  lochial  difcharge  had  been  from  the 
beginning,  regular  and  moderate  :  that 
was  now  gone  off;  but  what  was  very 

c 
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lingular,  there  had  never  been  the  fmallefi 
appearance  of  a  fecretion  of  milk. 


  20,  The  pain  and  diforder  in  her 

bowels  feemed  now  to  have  entirely  left 
her.  She  had  a  firm,  .regular  pulfe,  at 
feventy-two  ftrokes  in  a  minute;  her  nights 
were  ealy  and  quiet,  her  belly  natural.  In- 
deed me  was  this  day  fo  perfectly  free  from 
complaint,  that  I  could  no  longer  doubt 
of  her  recovery. 

October  3.  She  was  now  able  to  get 
up  every  day  ;  and  only  complained  of  ge- 
neral weaknefs,  with  a  pain  in  the  back 
when  fitting,  and  of  an  inability  to  itand 
upright. 

 14.  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  week 

fhe  had  confiderably  recovered  her  rtrength; 
and  no  longer  complained  of  uneafinefs 
when  in  an  erect  pofture. 

 27.  She  walked  from  Clare-market 

to  my  houfe  in  Bedford-ftreet,  Bedford- 
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fquare,  without  any  complaint  or  incon- 
venience, except  from  a  palpatation  of 
the  heart,  on  any  attempt  to  move  quick. 

As  fome  of  my  friends  had  been  defirous 
of  examining  the  ftate  of  the  parts  after  a 
recovery  fo  unexpected,  I  wifhed  much  to 
procure  them  the  opportunity ;  but  the 
fhynefs  and  delicacy  of  the  woman  defeat- 
ed my  intentions  :  for  when  me  called  on 
me  to  return  thanks,  it  was  with  difficulty 
I  could  prevail  on  her  to  permit  Dr. 
Ofborne  to  examine  per  vaginam.  He 
thought  the  os  tincse  fomewhat  more  open 
externally,  than  it  ufually  is ;  I  fancied, 
I  felt  rather  more  fulnefs  than  is  common 
about  the  cervix  uteri  °}  but  we  both  agreed 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  touch  fo 
different  from  what  is  obfervable  in  the 
natural  ftate,  as  to  have  excited  any  idea 
of  previous  difeafe,  had  not  we  known  the 
accident  which  had  happened  fix  weeks 
before. 
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The  patient  took  no  other  nourimment 
during  the  firft  week,  than  whey,  milk, 
and  plain  gruel.  In  the  next  period  of  ten 
days,  her  diet  was  only  mended  by  having 
a  raw  egg  beat  up  with  water  and  a  little 
fugar.  In  the  third  week  /lie  began  to 
take  broth  and  light  pudding ;  and  came 
afterwards,  by  degrees  to  a  fuller  diet. 

THE  SEQJLTEL  OF  MRS.  MANNING'S 
HISTORY. 

The  firft.  return  of  the  menftrual  dis- 
charge which  happened  about  the  begin- 
ning of  January  1785,  was  lefs  than  ufual  -t 
but  at  the  two  fubfequent  periods,  it  was 
regular  both  as  to  time  and  quantity.  In 
the  month  of  April  following,  fhe  began 
to  be  alarmed,  from  a  failure  in  the  cufto- 
mary  appearance  and  very  foon  had  reafon 
to  believe  that  fhe  was  again  pregnant. 
During  the  early  months,  there  was  no- 
thing flrikingly  different  from  what  fhe 
had  ufually  felt  in  a  fimilar  Situation,  except 


a  flight  uneafinefs  in  the  left  hypogastric 
region,  a  little  on  one  fide  of  the  fymphyfis 
pubis.  This  uneafinefs  increafed  as  the 
pregnancy  advanced  ;  and  at  laft,  about  the 
fixth  month,  compelled  her  to  apply  to  me 
for  advice.  S'he  defcribed.  her  complaint  to 
be  a  pain  beginning  in  a  point  between  the 
navel  and  left  groin,  extending  to  fome 
diftance  around,  with  a  fenfation  of  forenefs 
and  burning  heat,  and  as  being  equally 
troublefome  in  bed  or  up.  Her  pulfe  had 
fome  degree  of  hardnefs,  but  did  not  make 
more  than  feventy-eight  Strokes  in  a  minute: 
/he  complained  too  of  being  very  coflive. 

I  directed  fome  blood  to  be  taken  from 
the  arm,  an  opening  medicine  to  be  given, 
occafionally,  and  a  plafter  of  diachylon  and 
empl :  veficat :  to  be  applied  to  the  part 
which  fhe  defcribed  as  the  feat  of  the  pain. 
The  pain  Still  increasing  in  degree,  and  the 
pulfe  becoming  fuller  and  more  frequent, 
the  bleeding  was  repeated  ;  and  I  order- 
ed fhe  fhould  take  five  grains  of  James's 
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powder  with  an  opiate,  every  night ;  and  in 
the  morning,  ol :  ricini  in  a  dofe  furhcient 
to  keep  her  body  open.  This  plan  was 
purfuedfora  month,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
the  pain  gradually  abated  ;  and  for  a  fort- 
night previous  to  the  24th  of  November 
1785,  me  had  been  tolerably  free  from  com- 
plaint. On  the  evening  of  that  day,  a 
violent  reaching  came  on,  which  after  con- 
tinuing fome  time  ceafed  fpontaneoufly,  and 
fhe  palled  a  good  night ;  being  then,  as  near- 
ly as  we  could  reckon,  in  the  eighth  month 
of  her  pregnancy. 

Nov.  25.  I  had  notice  that  fhe  was  in 
labour;  and  about  eleven  o'clock  that  night 
I  found  her  with  regular  pains,  the  os. 
tinea?  completely  dilated,  and  the  mem- 
branes, containing  a  considerable  quantity 
of  the  liquor  amnii,  almoft  as  low  as  the  os 
externum  :  but  the  pofition  of  the  child 
could  not  be  afcertained  by  the  ufual  mode 
of  examination.  The  dangerous  fituation 
of  this  woman  in  her  laft  labour,  fully 
juftified  my  fears  for  her  prefent  fafetyj 
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and  that  me  might  have  every  chance  of 
doing  well,  which  could  be  derived  from 
fkill,  judgment,  and  experience,  I  had  pre- 
viously engaged  Dr.  Dcnman  and  Dr.  Of- 
born  to  favour  me  with  their  attendance 
whenever  me  mould  be  taken  ill. 

Having  met  and  confidered  the  prefent 
and  former  circumflanees  of  the  patient,  our 
opinion  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  imme- 
diate delivery  :  both  as  it  could  be  done 
with  eafe,  and  as  we  were  fearful  the  uterus 
might  again  fuifer  from  being  allowed  to 
act  for  any  conrlderable  time,  after  the 
liquor  a?nnii  was  difcharged.  The  turning 
and  extraction  of  the  child  I  performed 
without  delay ;  the  placenta  foon  followed 
and  no  mark  of  former  injury  was  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  any  examination  I  thought 
myfelf  at  liberty  to  make.  The  child  was 
alive,  and  the  mother  recovered,  without 
having  one  unfavourable  fymptom ;  the 
milk  having  been  fecreted  in  a  quantity 
fufficient  to  enable  her  to  become  a  good 
nurfe  to  the  infant. 
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In  1787,  Mrs.  Manning  was  again  preg- 
nant -y  but  remained  perfectly  free  from 
complaint  till  the  feventh  month,  when  the 
pain  and  uneafinefs  which  had  fo  tormented 
her  on  a  former  occafion,  returned  with 
confiderable  violence ;  being  now  felt  higher 
than  before ;  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  navel3 
and  a  little  towards  the  left  fide. 

The  fame  means  were  ufed  as  before, 
with  equal  fuccefs  and  the  woman  con- 
tinued well  to  February  20,  1788,  when 
me  felt  the  flight  pains  of  labour.  Thefe 
were  regular  during  that  night  and  the 
next  day ;  and  becoming  ftronger  in  the 
evening,  me  requefted  me  to  vifit  her. 
There  were  intervals  of  ten  minutes  or  more 
between  the  pains  ;  they  were  of  confidera- 
ble length,  but  not  very  urgent :  the  os 
tinea?  was  fully  dilated,  but  high ;  the 
membranes  diftended  by  the  liquor  amnii, 
were  to  be  felt  on  the  return  of  each  pain ; 
but  no  part  of  the  child  to  be  diftinguimed. 
^  •  \*  v'-J     J'i "  ' 

This  woman  was  become  to  me  a  very 
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interefting  object ;  the  event  of  the  laft  la^ 
bour  had  been  as  favourable  as  could  be 
wifhed  ;  the  recovery  fpeedy  and  complete 5 
and  more  than  three  years  having  elapfed 
fince  the  dreadful  accident,  my  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  uterus  fuffering  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  its  own  action,  was  greatly  di- 
minimed.  Encouraged  too,  by  the  hiftory 
of  the  Negro  woman,  No.  XXII.  it  was 
agreed  on  confulting  with  fome  medical 
friends,  that  it  would  be  allowable  and  pro- 
per to  trufh  the  event  to  the  natural  efforts  y 
attentively  watching  the  progrefs  of  the  la- 
bour, to  be  better  able  to  obviate  danger, 
mould  any  alarming  (ymptorn  occur. 

Not  being  at  liberty  to  remain  with  her 
myfelf,  after  being  fatisfied  that  the  head 
of  the  child  prefented,  I  left  her  under  the 
care  of  an  experienced  midwife  ;  directing 
that  me  might  acquaint  my  colleague  Dr. 
Squires,  whenever  the  pains  became  ur- 
gent ;  and  in  the  mean  while  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  was  likely  to  rupture  the  mem- 
branes before  the  natural  time,  believing  the 
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uterus  lefs  expofed  to  injury,  while  acting 
on  an  uniform  and  yielding  furface,  About 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  of  February 
22,  the  membranes  gave  way,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  fluid  was  difcharged,  and  there  was 
a  total  ceflation  of  the  pains  for  two  hours. 
When  thefe  returned,  their  urgency  gradu- 
ally increafed,  the  head  defcended  llowly, 
and  with  it  the  navel- fixing ;  but  in  every 
other  refpect,  the  labour  was  natural.  I 
vifited  her  about  one  o'clock  at  noon,  when 
the  pains  were  become  frequent  and  forcing; 
the  pulfation  in  the  umbilical  cord  continu- 
ing ftrong,  and  the  bones  of  the  child's 
head  feeming  difpofed  to  lap  over  each  other. 
Dr.  Squires,  who  came  about  this  time, 
thought  with  me,  that  the  profpect  was 
encouraging ;  but,  mould  the  circulation 
between  mother  and  child  be  flopped  while 
there  were  doubts  of  a  fpeedy  delivery,  we 
were  both  of  opinion  it  would  be  moll 
advifeable  to  extract  the  child,  to  fpare  the 
mother  any  further  rifle.  Being  obliged  to 
attend  elfewhere,  I  could  not  myfelf  wait 
the  termination  of  the  labour j  which  hap- 
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pily  took  place  in  a  natural  way  about  three 
o'clock,  under  the  management  of  my  col- 
league; the  child  being  alive  and  the  mother 
fafe.  The  placenta  came  away  in  lefs  than 
half  an  hour  ;  immediately  after  which,  me 
complained  of  a  rnofr.  agonizing  pain  at  the 
bottom  of  her  back;  her  pulfe  became  fmall, 
frequent  and  fluttering,  was  at  laft  hardly 
to  be  felt ;  and  me  was  feized  with  violent 
vomiting  ;  which,  after  continuing  an  hour 
ceafed,  and  in  the  evening,  when  I  vifited 
her,  fhe  had  no  complaints  but  fuch  as  are 
ufual  in  her  fituation. 

Feb.  24.  She  had  fome  pain  in  the  left 
fide,  between  the  navel  and  groin  -y  for  which 
fhe  begged  to  have  her  plafter  renewed. 
She  was  directed  to  ufe  an  opening  mixture 
occafionally ;  and  recovered  very  rapidly 
from  that  time. 


Recovery  under  circumftances  fo  extra- 
ordinary, as  have  been  related  in  the  firll 
part  of  Mrs.  Manning's  hiftory,  will  be  ad- 
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mitted  by  every  one  as  an  uncommon  event. 
It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  it  would 
ftrike  me  mod  forcibly,  who  was  immedi- 
ately concerned ;  and  indeed  led  to  this  con- 
clufion  : — '  That  it  would  in  future  be  cri- 
minal to  give  up  fuch  a  cafe  as  hopelefs ; 
and  inexcufeable  to  rifle  the  performance  of 
a  cruel  and  dangerous  operation,  while  there 
were  in  our  power  means  lefs  hazardous, 
which  afforded  fome  profpect  of  fuccefs.' 

It  is  fekjom  allowable  to  draw  practical 
inferences  from  a  (ingle  inftance ;  but  when 
a  difeafe  very  rarely  occurs,  it  becomes  ne- 
ceffary  to  lay  particular  ftrefs  on  a  cafe 
which  happens  to  be  exactly  in  point.  The 
hiftory  I  have  related  is  of  that  kind  $ 
but  not  to  neglect  ftrengthening  my  opi- 
nion by  every  collateral  fupport  I  can  pro- 
cure, 1  mean  to  give  abftracts  of  fuch  cafes 
from  medical  writers,  or  from  the  informa- 
tion of  my  friends,  as  I  think  will  give  ad- 
ditional weight  to  my  conclufions ;  num- 
bering them  that  they  may  be  more  eafily 
referred  to,  when  their  authority  is  neceflary 
to  my  fubject. 
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No.  L  A  cafe  mentioned  by  Heistei*. 
as  communicated  to  him  by  Rungius,  a 
refpectable  furgeon  of  Bremen.  Without 
relating  any  previous  circumftances,  he 
fays,  "  That  after  the  extraction  of  the 
fcetus,  though  the  interlines  were  diftinctly 
felt  through  a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  and 
kept  up  by  the  hand  of  the  furgeon  (Run- 
gius) till  that  was  fufficiently  contracted  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  its  cavity,  yet  the 
woman  happily  recovered. " 

No.  IL  Peu,  in  his  PraSficque  des  Ac- 
coucbmensy  page  341,  relates  the  hiftory  of 
a  cafe,  "  In  which  the  uterus  had  been 
torn  and  pierced  in  feveral  places,  by  vio- 
lent attempts  to  deliver;  yet  the  patient 
was  cured  in  fix  weeks." — I  am  well  in- 
formed, that  the  late  Dr.  Hunter  was  con- 
fulted  in  a  cafe  exactly  fimilarj  which  had 
as  favourable  a  termination. 

No.  III.  £>r4  Hamilton,  in  his  Out- 
lines of  Midwifery,  page  344,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  in  a  note :  «  That  he  was 
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called  to  a  patient  who  had  been  in  labour1 
from  the  morning  to  the  afternoon,  under 
the  care  of  a  midwife  ;  the  moulder  of  the 
child  prefenting  in  an  oblique  direction  at  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  woman's  lituation 
feemed  to  require  her  being  immediately  de- 
livered ;  which  he  at  firft  attempted  by  turn- 
ing.   In  his '  trials  for  that  purpofe,  he 
perceived  the  uterus  to  be  ruptured  -3  and 
that  a  moulder  and  arm  of  the  child  had 
protruded  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ; 
but  having  reafon  to  change  his  intention, 
with  refpect  to  turning  the  child,  he  deli- 
vered at  laft  with  the  crochet.   The  uterus 
was  ruptured  at  the  fuperior  lateral  part  of 
the  cervix,  and  the  rent  continued  down- 
wards to  the  very  edge  of  the  os  tineas.  He 
introduced  his  hand  to  remove  the  placenta ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  reduced  a  portion  of 
inteftine,    that  had   forced   through  the 
wound  of  the  uterus,  even  into  the  vagina ; 
which  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing how  amazingly  the  rupture  was  dimi- 
niflied  by  the  contraction  of  the  uterus. 
There  was  a  difcharge  of  matter  on  the 
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cloths,  from  the  fifth  day,  which  gradually 
Mened  ;  and  her  recovery  was  nearly  as 
good  as  if  no  extraordinary  accident  had 
happened." 

No.  IV".  M.  La  Motte,  Obfervation 
312,  Paris  Edit.  1722,  fays ;  "He  was 
called  to  a  woman,  who  had  been  in  labour 
two  days  :  he  found  the  pains  were  gone, 
though  for  eleven  or  twelve  hours  they 
had  continued  frequent,  long  and  violent. 
The  infant,  which  in  the  beginning  had 
been  firong  and  vigorous,  after  a  ftrugglc 
fo  dreadful  as  to  throw  the  mother  into 
convulfions,  had  no  more  been  felt  to 
move  j  and  from  that  time,  which  was 
four  or  five  hours  before  he  faw  her,  the 
pains  of  labour  had  likewife  ceafed.  The 
midwife  informed  him,  that  the  child  had 
from  the  firft  prefented  fair,  though  fitu- 
ated  high ;  and  had  neither  changed  its 
prefentation  or  advanced,  during  the  action 
of  pains,  which  appeared  fuffkiently  ftrong 
to  have  brought  about  delivery.  On  exa- 
mination, he  felt  the  head  of  the  child  at 
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the  upper  part  of  the  pelvis,  but  not  at  ali 
locked  among  the  bones.  Her  belly  was 
hard,  much  ftretehed  and  painful ;  her 
pulfe  very  weak,  and  her  ftomach  would 
retain  nothing  that  was  given.  He  turned 
and  extracted  the  child  by  the  feet,  with- 
out any  difficulty  except  in  difengaging 
the  arms  and  head.  The  placenta  being 
brought  away  much  torn  in  the  middle, 
he  was  defirous  to  afcertain  the  nature  of 
the  mifchief  j  and  introducing  his  hand 
for  that  purpofe,  it  pafled  through  a  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  among  the  inteftines.  The  child 
was  dead,  which  did  not  furprife  him  fo 
much,  as  that  the  woman  mould  live  three 
days  after  fuch  an  accident,  during  which 
time  me  vomited  incefTantly."  He  does  not 
mention  haemorrhage  as  an  attendant  fymp- 
tom  j  nor  fay,  that  the  body  was  opened 
after  death. 

No.  V.  La  Motte,  Obfervation  313, 
relates  j  "  That  a  woman  who  had  born 
nine  children  without  any  accident,  and 
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often  without  the  affiftance  of  a  midwife  ; 
in  the  tenth  was  taken  ill  about  midnight, 
the  labour  proceeding  as  ufual  till  the 
burning  of  the  membranes,  when  a  hand 
prefented.  He  was  then  fent  for,  found 
the  patient  very  low,  and  the  pains  entirely 
pealed  ;  nor  could  he  readily  account  for  the 
extreme  weaknefs  in  a  perfon  naturally  vi- 
gorous, who  had  been  ill  but  feven  or  eight 
hours,  had  fufFered  the  ftrong  pains  only 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  thefe  without 
convulfions  or  hcemorrhage.  But  introdu- 
cing his  hand  to  deliver  by  turning  the 
child,  it  palled  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdo- 
men, where  he  found  the  feet,  which  with 
part  of  the  body  of  the  child  had  efcaped 
through  a  rupture  of  the  uterus.  The  pla- 
centa, in  this  patient's  cafe,  was  likewife 
much  torn  ;  and  me  lived  four  days  after 
delivery.  On  infpecling  the  body  after 
death,  the  uterus  was  fo  much  contracted, 
that  the  rupture,  which  had  at  firft  allow- 
ed the  whole  body  of  the  foetus  to  pafs  into 
the  abdomen  of  the  mother,  would  not  then 
admit  more  than  the  tip  of  a  finger."  The 
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delivery,  in  this  cafe,  feems  to  have  been 
performed  fooner  after  the  accident  than  in 
No.  IV. ;  and  he  accounts  for  the  very  weak 
ftate  in  which  he  found  the  woman,  not 
only  from  the  laceration  of  the  womb  and 
placenta,  but  a  la  perte  de  fang  qui  en  eft 
infeperable. — La  Motte  is  a  fenfible  and  ju- 
dicious writer,  and  relates  his  obfervations 
with  a  plainnefs  and  candour  which  claims 
our  perfeel  confidence  ;  I  was  therefore 
furprized  to  find  his  veracity  called  in  que- 
ftion  by  Mr.  Goldfon,  merely  from  having 
recorded  a  cafe  which  militated  againfr.  an 
opinion  he  had  adopted.  Highly  as  I  am 
difpofed  to  think  of  Mr.  Goldfon,  I  cannot 
give  up  La  Motte ;  of  whom  the  refpecta- 
ble  Baron  Van  Swieten  fays,  "  Qui  candide 
adeo  narratf  qua  obfervavitJ* 

While  I  was  engaged  in  arranging  my 
obfervations,  another  cafe  of  ruptured  uterus 
occurred;  which,  though  the  event  was  un- 
favourable, the  gentleman  who  attended, 
permitted  me  to  publim ;  from  a  convic- 
tion that  improvement  is  alone  to  be  expect- 
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ed  from  a  comparifon  of  various  fads ;  and 
that  a  fuccefsful  cafe  does  not  always  afford 
the  mod  ufeful  leffon. 

No.  VI.  "  A  young  woman  was  taken  in 
labour  of  her  third  child,  on  the  nth  of 
December  1 784  ;  and  the  pains  having  con- 
tinued for  twelve  hours,  the  membranes 
broke,  when  the  os  tincae  was  fully  dilated. 
At  the  time  the  gentleman  faw  her,  which 
was  three  hours  after  the  difcharge  of  the 
liquor  amnii,  the  head  was  beginning  to 
enter  the  pelvis,  the  pains  being  regular, 
frequent,  and  very  ftrong.  Her  pelvis  was 
narrow  ;  her  former  children  had  been  born 
dead  ;  but  as  me  had  been  delivered  of  one 
by  the  natural  pains,  he  was  induced  to  hope 
a  like  event.  The  pains  increafed  in  vio- 
lence for  fix  hours,  when  they  fuddenly 
abated  in  force ;  but  continued  to  recur  fre- 
quently, though  fhort  and  unavailing.  It 
does  not  appear  that  fhe  had  any  particu- 
lar complaint  at  the  time  the  pains  aba- 
ted, except  that  her  fpirits  flagged  very 
much.    On  the  13th,  at  eleven  o'clock  in 
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the  forenoon,  eight  hours  after  the  ftrortg 
pains  had  left  her,  the  pulfe  was  calm  and 
regular ;  fhe  was  difpofed  to  fleep,  and  com- 
plained of  nothing  but  a  pain  of  the  left 
lide  below  the  ribs  j  thofe  of  labour  having 
almoft  entirely  ceafed.    The  head  of  the 
child  was  very  little  advanced,  but  part  of 
the  umbilical  cord  was  within  reach,  and 
without  pulfation.    He  then  determined  to 
open  the  head  of  the  foetus,  but  thought  it 
prudent,  for  the  prefent,  to  encourage  the 
difpofition  to  fleep.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  the  patient's  pulfe  was  too  weak  to 
be  felt   me  was  cold  and  pale ;  and  the  pain 
of  which  (lie  complained,  was  now  in  her 
belly.     Attempting  to  perforate  the  cra- 
nium, the  child  fuddenly  gave  way  to  the 
force  he  applied  ;  no  part  of  it  was  any  lon- 
ger to  be  felt ;  and  the  patient  complained 
of  a  fenfation  as  if  life  was  going  from  her. 
Being  then  convinced  that  the  uterus  muft 
be  ruptured,  he  immediately  introduced  his 
hand,  and  difcovered  the  whole  child  float- 
ing in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  Find- 
ing the  feet  very  readily,  he  proceeded  to 
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extrad,  which  he  did  without  difficulty,  till 
the  head  came  to  the  narrow  part  of  the 
pelvis,  where  it  refitted  his  utmoft  efforts, 
and  obliged  him  to  make  a  perforation  be- 
hind the  right  ear  ;  into  which,  introducing 
the  blunt  hook,  he  completed  the  delivery. 
The  placenta  was  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, wholly  detached  from  the  uterus. 
The  woman  was  quite  fenfible,  complained 
of  great  lownefs,  and  of  pain  in  her  belly  ; 
her  pulfe  fmall  and  fluttering  -  her  breathing 
fhort ;  but  fhe  was  not  reliefs.  The  rup- 
ture appeared  to  be  near  the  cervix.  She 
flept  a  little  during  the  night;  but  next 
day  complained  much  of  abdominal  pain, 
and  an  exceflive  linking  within  her,  with 
difficulty  of  breathing  :  her  lips  were  livid, 
her  belly  fwelled,  and  feventeen  hours  after 
delivery,  fhe  expired."  He  was  not  per- 
mitted to  infpecl  the  body  after  death. 

In  this  cafe,  there  is  little  doubt  but  the 
rupture  of  the  uterus  happened  when  the 
force  of  the  pains  abated  and  the  woman's 
fpirits  flagged  ;  which  was  fixteen  or  feven> 
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teen  hours  before  the  extraction  of  the 
child.  The  continuance  of  the  pain?, 
though  thefe  were  fhort  and  ineffectual, 
and  the  retention  of  the  head  within  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  were  circumitances  very 
likely  to  deftroy  all  fufpicion  of  the  nature 
of  the  accident ;  more  efpecially  as  the  pa- 
tient had  a  calm,  regular  pulfe,  and  an  in- 
clination to  fleep,  without  the  ufual  conco- 
mitants of  ruptured  uterus.  When  we  re- 
collect that  the  body  of  the  child  muft 
have  been  many  hours  among  the  vifcera, 
it  is  not  an  improbable  fuppofition,  that 
the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the  pain  and 
fwelling  of  the  belly,  and  death  at  laft, 
were  the  confequences  of  peritoneal  inflam- 
mation. 

No.  VII.  A  woman  of  a  delicate  and 
nervous  habit,  in  the  eighth  month  of  her 
tenth  pregnancy,  being  taken  in  labour,  the 
membranes  ruptured  in  the  evening,  and 
for  fome  hours  me  had  regular,  bearing 
pains  ;  particularly  affecting  the  parts  which 
correfpond  with  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
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The  os  tincae  gradually  dilating,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  labour  would  terminate  na- 
turally in  a  few  hours.  The  pains,  which 
had  much  the  appearance  of  fpafm,  and 
never  feemed  very  urgent,  were  yet  fo  di- 
ftrefling  as  to  make  her  cry  out  and  exprefs 
herfelf  as  if  fufFering  from  fevere  cramps. 

Anxiety  and  oppreflion  about  the  praecor- 
jdia,  came  on  after  fome  time,  accompanied 
with  naufea  and  vomiting.  She  complained 
of  great  tendernefs  of  the  abdomen,  with 
inability  to  reft  on  the  right  fide  ;  and  tho' 
the  child  was  no  longer  to  be  felt  per  vagi- 
num,  yet  in  the  umbilical  region,  its  limbs 
were  plainly  to  be  diftinguifhed  thro'  the 
integuments.  Thefe  circumftances  left  little 
doubt  of  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ;  but  the 
fymptoms  being  uncommonly  mild,  and 
the  os  tineas  appearing  to  have  contracted, 
the  gentlemen  in  confultation,  of  whom 
the  late  Dr.  Hunter  was  one,  feemed  un- 
willing to  advife  the  extraction  of  the  foetus 
either  by  the  natural  palTages,  or  by  t\ie 
Caefarian  fe&ion. 
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On  the  third  day,  me  complained  of 
twitchings  through  the  whole  abdomen, 
and  of  great  uneafinefs  from  a  lump  in  her 
belly,  which  fell  from  fide  to  fide,  feeming 
to  burn  as  it  moved.  The  friends  then 
becoming  anxious  and  uneafy,  Mr.  Pink- 
stone,  a  practitioner  of  fkill  and  expe- 
rience, was  joined  in  confultation,  who 
gave  his  opinion  for  the  patient  being  deli- 
vered,  as  affording  the  moft  probable  chance 
of  fafety,  whatever  might  be  the  nature  of 
the  cafe.  This  advice  was  followed;  ani 
though  there  was  fome  refinance  from  the 
os  tineas  to  the  introduction  of  the  hand, 
yet  the  patient  bore  the  delivery  well,  and 
no  haemorrhage  enfued.  The  placenta  ad- 
hered to  the  lower  part  of  the  contracted 
uterus,  near  the  cervix. 

From  the  time  of  delivery,  a  variety  of 
fymptoms  occurred ;  fometimes  alarming, 
fometimes  encouraging.  She  vomited  por- 
raceous  bile,  complained  of  tendernefs  and 
tenfion  of  the  abdomen,  and  had  frequent 
foetid  ftools.    After  fome  days,  her  pulfe 
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was  diminished  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty  ftrok.es  in  a  minute,  to  ninety  -}  but 
lhe  had  returns  of  diarrhoea,  till  the  pla- 
centa came  away.  This  happened  a  week 
after  the  extraction  of  the  child ;  from  which 
time  fhe  feemed  to  get  better,  gradually  re- 
covering ftrength.  She  underwent  many 
changes  till  the  fourth  week,  when  be- 
coming impatient  of  mending  foilowly,  fhe 
infifted  on  being  conveyed  into  the  coun- 
try, and  was  almoft  immediately  fenfible  of 
a  return  of  the  burning  heat  of  the  abdo- 
men. On  being  moved,  naufea  followed, 
with  a  difcharge  of  blackim  coloured  fluid 
from  the  ftomach  which  continued  during 
the  few  hours  fhe  lived  after  this  new  at- 
tack. Her  death  happened  twenty- fix  days 
from  the  time  the  accident  was  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  place ;  and  twenty- three  from 
the  extraction  of  the  child. 

On  diffedtion,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
matter  was  found  in  the  abdomen  :  the  in- 
testines were  glewed  together,  and  in  fome 
places  compacted  into  a  firm  mafs  :  they 
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adhered  every  where  to  the  furrounding 
parts,  and  were  covered  by  a  coat  of  coa- 
gulable  lymph.  The  rupture  was  on  the 
anterior  part,  near  the  broad  ligament  ->  be- 
ing then  three  inches  and  a  h.Uf  in  length. 
The  uterus  fhewed  no  figns  of  difeafe;  no 
preternatural  loofenefs  of  texture,  or  thin- 
nefs  in  its  fubftance  -}  and  was  much  con- 
tracted. There  was  no  pus  or  granulations 
apparent  on  the  lacerated  edges  of  the 
wound  5  .which  feemed  dry  and  difpofed  to 
fkin  over,  without  uniting. 

No.  VIII.  Peu,  Book  I.  chap,  viii, 
page  79,  has  preferved  the  hiftory  of  ano- 
ther cafe  of  ruptured  uterus,  in  which  the 
whole  of  a  child  had  pa(Ted  into  the  abdo- 
minal cavity,  except  one  foot  and  the  um- 
bilical cord.  "  The  os  tincse  being  fo 
open  as  readily  to  admit  the  hand ;  with  a 
view  to  fave  the  child,  for  of  the  mother 
he  had  no  hopes,  he  flipped  the  noofe  of  a 
fillet  over  the  foot  which  remained  in  the 
uterus ;  and  having  puflied  that  up  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  where  he  found  the 
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other,  he  grafped  both  and  returned  them, 
through  the  rupture,  in  fuch  a  direction  as 
to  avoid,  if  poflible,  increafing  the  extent 
of  the  laceration.  Having  brought  the 
feet  to  the  os  externum,  he  .difengaged  the 
arms,  and  then  d'un  feul  tour  de  main,  com- 
pletely extracted  the  foetus.  The  placenta 
adhered  to  the  internal  furface  of  the 
womb  by  its  whole  circumference,  which 
being  detached,  he  again  introduced  his 
hand  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  to  re- 
move the  coagula  of  blood."  This  woman 
lived  to  the  eighth  day,  during  fix  of  which 
fhe  was  perfectly  fenfible ;  and  feems  to 
have  funk  at  laft  in  confequence  of  the  ex- 
ceflive  haemorrhage  •  but  he  does  not  men- 
tion that  the  body  was  examined  after 
death. 

No.  IX.  M.  Steidele,  in  his  obferva- 
tions  de  rupto  in  partus  dolor  ibus  Utero,  re- 
lates, "  That  he  was  called  to  the  afliftance 
of  a  woman  who  had  been  in  labour  ten  or 
twelve  hours ;  during  which  time  lhe  had 
particularly  complained  of  a  violent  pain  in 
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the  region  of  the  os  facrum.  The  child, 
he  was  informed  by  perfons  attending,  had 
prefented  favourably  ;  and  that  the  head  had 
even  entered  a  confiderable  way  within  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  pain  in  the  region 
of  the  os  faerum  had  continued  without  in- 
termiflion  ;  and  the  throes  had  been  ftrong 
and  regular  till,  after  one  uncommonly  vi- 
olent, they  ceafed,  and  a  confiderable  hae- 
morrhage enfued.  During  this  pain,  a 
cracking  noife  was  heard  by  the  people  pre- 
fent.  The  membranes  had  given  way  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  fome  hours  be- 
fore this  circumftance  occurred.  Mr.  Stei- 
dele  faw  her  the  following  day,  when  the 
head  of  the  child  was  no  longer  to  be  felt ; 
and  the  woman  was  become  extremely  low, 
with  a  very  feeble,  quick  and  intermitting 
pulfe.  She  could  not  lie  down  from  fear  of 
fuffocation,  and  had  fo  many  alarming 
lymptoms  as  induced  M.  Steidele  to  think 
immediate  delivery  to  be  abfolutely  necef- 
fary.-  He  introduced  his  hand  through  the 
os  uteri,  without  perceiving  any  parts  of  a 
child  till  it  reached  the  fundus,  when  he 
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could  diftinguim  the  feet  and  abdomen,  but 
Felt  nothing  of  the  head.  He  brought 
down  the  feet  with  eafe  ;  found  fome  diffi- 
culty in  extracting  the  reft  of  the  fcctu's  ; 
but  the  placenta  came  away  very  readily.' 
The  appearances  of  extreme  weaknefs  and 
danger,  did  not  diminish  in  confequence  of 
delivery ;  and  the  patient  complained  of  a 
forenefs  of  the  right  fide  of  the  belly, 
which  was  intollerably  painful  to  the  touch. 
The  following  day,  the  haemorrhage  had 
abated ;  the  pulfe  became  ftronger,  and  the 
natural  warmth  returned ;  yet  many  threat- 
ening fymptoms  continued.  The  uterus 
was  thought  to  be  ruptured, 

During  the  days  me  furvived  the  extrac- 
tion of  the  child,  me  was  afflicted  by  a  va- 
riety of  moft  unfavourable  fymptoms  ;  in- 
tenfe  thirft,  vomiting,  great  pain,  tumour 
and  tenfion  of  the  belly,  foetid  ftools,  labo- 
rious breathing,  watchings,  exceffive  weak- 
nefs, delirium,  with  a  pulfe  very  feeble  and 
rapid."  The  length  of  time  this  woman 
lived  after  delivery  is  not  very  accurately 
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fhted,  but  appears  to  have  been  about  a 
week. 

When  the  abdomen  was  opened,  a  great 
quantity  of  bloody  water  and  foetid  air  was 
difcharged ;  the  omentum  was  thickened  -t 
the  ftomach  fwelled ;  and  the  inteftines 
greatly  inflated  with  air,  having  their  exter- 
nal furface  tinged  with  a  yellow  colour.  An 
extenfive  rupture  was  difcovered  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  uterus  -}  and  its  fubftance 
near  to  the  lacerated  part,  was  gangrenous 
and  thinner  than  ufual. 

The  fymptoms  after  the  abatement  of 
the  haemorrhage,  are  almoft  all  deducible 
from  inflammation  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen :  and  the  twelve  hours  which  feem  to 
have  intervened  between  the  rupture  of  the 
uterus  and  the  delivery  of  the  woman,  will 
enable  us  to  account  for  thefe,  and  the  ap- 
pearances on  infpecting  the  body. 

The  livid  and  difcoloured  marks  often 
obferved  on  the  uterus  after  death,  are  not 
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certain  figns  of  gangrene  having  begun,  In 
examining  the  bodies  of  women  who  have 
died  foon  after  delivery,  the  cervix  and  oa 
uteri  have  often  a  livid  hue ;  probably  in 
confequence  of  the  preffure  which  thefe 
parts  fuftain  during  the  action  of  the  pains. 
This  difcolouration  is  fometimes  evident, 
even  when  death  happens  fo  late  as  the 
twelfth  or  fourteenth  day  after  delivery; 
but  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  gangrenous, 
unlefs  the  parts  are  likewife  foft  and  fpongy- 

No.X.  Communicated  by  Dr.  Garth- 
shore,  contains  an  account  of  appearances 
obferved  on  opening  the  body  of  a  woman, 
who  had  died  undelivered,  after  having 
been  two  or  three  days  in  labour  under  the 
care  of  two  midwives.  From  the  previous 
fymptoms,  there  was  reafon  to  fufpect,  that 
the  uterus  had  been  ruptured  early  in  the 
labour  j  but  thefe  did  not  at  firft  give  any 
alarm.  The  body  was  examined  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  feveral  medical  gentlemen  ;  and  the 
firft  view  on  opening  the  abdomen,  exhibit- 
ed the  exact  femblance  of  an  extra-uterine 
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conception.  But,  infpecting  the  uterus 
more  clofely,  a  rupture  was  difcovcred  on 
its  forepart,  through  which  the  foetus  and 
fecundines  had  palled  into  the  abdominal 
cavity.  The  extent  of  the  laceration  was 
then  fo  diminifhed  by  the  contraction  of 
the  uterus,  as  to  appear  much  too  fmall  for 
fuch  a  purpofe.  It  was  remarkable,  that 
wherever  the  membranes  or  placenta  had 
come  into  contact  with  the  internal  furface 
of  the  abdomen,  they  adhered  with  a  con- 
Jfiderable  degree  of  firmnefs ;  and  that  on 
the  coats  of  the  inteftines,  there  were  every 
where  fig ns  of  inflammation.- 

No.  XI.  Pouteau,  page  487,  relate?, 
"  That  a  woman  who  had  been  fome  time 
in  labour,  under  the  care  of  a  midwife,  was 
feized  with  haemorrhage ;  on  which  the 
child,  which  had  before  prefented  with  the 
head,  was  no  longer  to  be  felt.  He  was 
fent  for  the  next  day,  when  he  found  the 
woman  in  little  pain,  but  very  uneafy,  with 
an  anxiety  fo  exceffive  as  not  to  be  defcrib- 
ed.    Her  pulfe  was  fmall  and  frequent } 
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her  eyes  funk,  her  countenance  ghaftly, 
her  breathing  laborious  ;   fymptoms  an- 
nouncing the  greateft  danger.  Nothing 
was  to  be  learned  by  touching  in  the  ufual 
way    but  introducing  his  hand,  it  entered 
at  once  into  a  cavity,  apparently  of  consi- 
derable extent.    On  the  forepart  he  per- 
ceived a  round  fubftance,  of  the  fize,  but 
without  the  folidity  of  a  child's  head ;  nor 
was  there  any  thing  to  be  felt,  which  could 
allure  him  of  a  child  being  there."  He 
carried  his  examination  no  farther  ;  and  the 
woman  died  foon  after.    The  body  was 
opened,  and  the  child  and  placenta  were 
found  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  en- 
tirely out  of  the  uterus  ;  which  hedefcribes 
as  being  about  the  fize  of  a  child's  head  of 
five  years  old,  of  a  lively  red  colour,  re* 
fembling  inflammation,  and  was  the  round 
body  which  had  been  felt  per  vaginam. 
The  rupture  was  on  the  pofterior  and  infe- 
rior-part, and  then  about  three  or  four 
inches  long. — Pouteau  attributes  this  pa- 
tient's death  to  the  injury  done  to  the 
womb  j  to  the  mifchief  which  muft  have 
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been  occasioned  by  the  prefence  of  fo  confi- 
derable  an  extraneous  body  among  the  vif- 
cera ;  and  to  the  hemorrhage. 

No.  XII.  Saviard.  Obfcrvation  xxv, 
page  131,  gives  the  cafe  of  a  woman  who 
had  been  received  into  the  Hotel  Dieu  in 
labour :  "  The  child,  he  fays,  prefented  fa- 
vourably, with  every  appearance  that  the 
labour  would  be  foon  finifhed ;  yet  the  pains 
continued  two  days  without  effect,  and 
ceafed  at  once  ;  the  .prefenting  parts  rece- 
ding. After  two  days  more  of  fuffering, 
the  poor  woman  died  undelivered ;  having 
been  much  examined,  yet  nothing  at- 
tempted for  her  relief.  The  detached 
placenta  was,  by  fome  of  thefe  examinati- 
ons, difcovered  to  prefent ;  the  umbilical 
cord  leading  from  it  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  On  opening  the  body,  the  child 
and  fecundines  were  found  among  the  vif- 
cera ;  the  feet  of  the  child  touching  the 
ftomach  of  the  mother.  The  interlines 
were  all  fretted  ;  the  omentum  rotten  and 
/linking :  the  womb  not  altered  in  its  ap- 
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j)earance,  but  filled  with  a  very  confidera- 
ble  quantity  of  coagulated  blood."  The 
opening  by  which  the  child  had  efcaped, 
he  defcribes,  "  as  being  in  the  vagina, 
about  an  inch  below  the  internal  orifice  of 
the  womb;" 

No.  XIII.  'Journal  de  Medicine,  for  De- 
cember 1780.  "  A  woman,  feven  months 
with  child,  was  in  the  beginning  of  Janu- 
ary thrown  down,  and  fqueezed  between  a 
carriage  and  the  wall.  She  fuffered  in- 
ftantly  the  moft  dreadful  pains  in  the  ab- 
domen 3  and  a  flooding  came  on  which  con- 
tinued fix  weeks.  After  ,  that  ceafed,  fhe 
did  not  get  better,  but  remained  in  a  ftate 
of  conftant  fuffering  ;  wafting  and  daily  be- 
coming weaker,  though  fhe  was  regular  in 
her  periods,  reckoning  from  the  cefTation 
of  the  haemorrhage.  She  was  received  into 
the  Hotel  Dieu,  the  June  following,  having 
been  feized  with  vomiting  fome  days  be^ 
fore,  which  never  abated  while  fhe  lived. 
When  the  body  was  opened,  a  collection  of 
foetid  matter  of  a  brown  colour,  was  found 
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in  the  abdomen  ;  the  omentum  was  difToI- 
ved  ;  and  all  the  parts  contiguous  to  the 
liver,  having  been  in  a  ftate  of  inflamma- 
tion and  Suppuration,  had  contracted  adhe- 
iions  with  one  another.  The  remains  of 
a  putrid  child  were  included  in  thefe  adhe- 
lions ;  and  the  uterus,  as  to  colour,  fize, 
and  confiftence,  was  in  a  natural  ftate ; 
but  a  rent  was  obferved  on  its  back  part,, 
the  edges  of  which  feemed  to  have  had  no 
difpolition  to  unite." 

The  gradual  decline  of  this  woman's 
health,  greatly  refembles  what  is  fometimes 
the  confequence  of  puerperal  fever. 

No.  XIV.  Journal  de  Medicine,  1780. 
"  A  woman  about  four  months  with  child, 
having  fuffered  fome  great  violence,  an  ute- 
rine haemorrhage  immediately  followed. 
The  flooding  flopped  after  fome  time,  and 
the  menfes  appeared  exactly  at  the  end  of 
the  month;  fo  tht  it  became  doubtful, 
from  the  regular  return  of  the  natural  dis- 
charge, whether  ihe  had  been  pregnant; 
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but  it  mould  be  remembered,  that  the  tu- 
mour of  the  belly  never  fubfided.  She  died 
•five  months  afterwards ;  and  on  opening 
the  body,  a  foetus  was  found  in  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen.  A  rupture  was  difcerni- 
ble  in  the  uterus,  through  which  it  had 
efcaped,  that  was  clofed  and  cicatrized  on 
the  internal  furface  of  the  womb,  but  fUll 
©pen  on  that  towards  the  abdomen." 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  the  two  laft 
cafes,  the  functions  of  the  uterus  feem  not 
to  have  been  entirely  interrupted  by  the  ac- 
cident :  and  they  are  introduced  merely  to 
mew,  how  much  mifchief  may  be  caufed 
by  a  fubftance  fmaU  in  itfelf,  when  it  is  in 
an  unnatural  fituation. 

No.  XV.  In  the  month  of  June  1778, 
about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Dr.  Den- 
man  was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs.  Bagnal,  in 
Titchfield-ftreet,  who  had  been  long  in  la- 
bour and  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  great  dan- 
ger. She  was  attended  by  the  gentleman 
under  whofe  care  /he  had  formerly  been ; 
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•and  this  was  her  fifth  child.  Her  prefenfc 
labour  commenced  on  the  preceding  day  ; 
and  had  gone  on  regularly,  though  very 
llowly,  to  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  me  fuddenly  complained  of  a  mod 
excruciating  pain  in  her  bowels,  and  im- 
mediately vomited  a  large  quantity  of  cof- 
fee-coloured fluid.  From  that  time  the 
pains  of  labour  ceafed,  and  there  being  no 
progrefs  made  afterwards,  the  Doctor  was 
requefted  to  fee  her.  From  the  account 
which  was  given  of  the  cafe,  before  he  went 
into  the  patient's  room,  he  expreffed  the 
ftrongeft  apprehenfion  of  an  unfavourable 
event,  and  really  fufpected  the  dangerous 
accident  which  had  happened.  He  found 
her  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  debility,  with 
very  much  of  that  appearance  obferved  in 
the  laft  ftage  of  putrid  fevers  ;  except  that 
me  was  fenlible,  vehemently  lamented  her 
lituation,  and  begged  in  the  moft  pamonate 
terms  to  be  delivered.  The  head  of  the 
child  prefented,  but  was  fcarcely  within 
reach  of  a  common  examination ;  it  was 
faid  Jo  have  receded  fince  the  time  when 
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the  pains  left  her.  Through  the  integu- 
ments of  the  abdomen,  the  limbs  of  the 
child  were  diftinclly  to  be  perceived,  fo 
that  Dr.  Denman  was  convinced  it  had 
efcaped  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
through  fome  ruptured  part  of  the  uterus. 
When  he  made  a  fecond  reprefentation  to 
her  friends,  they  were  defirous  of  a  consul- 
tation, and  Dr.  Savage  was  called  in. 
From  the  hiftory,  and  by  examination,  he 
was  foon  convinced  of  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  Dr.  Denman  having  no  idea  of  any 
woman  furviving  a  rupture  of  the  uterus, 
under  any  circumftances,  confidered  an  at- 
tempt to  extract  the  child  not  only  as 
hopelefs,  but  likely  to  anfwer  no  other  end 
than  that  of  aggravating  the  fufferings  of 
the  patient  :  but  Dr.  Savage  being  refolute 
in  his  opinion  that  delivery  ought  to  be 
attempted,  he  acquiefced  in  the  propofal  of 
his  very  worthy  and  ingenious  friend,  and 
fat  down  for  that  purpofe.  In  his  endea- 
vours to  trace  the  body  of  the  child,  he 
foon  came  to  the  ruptured  part,  through 
which,  in  fearch  of  the  feet,  he  paiFed  his 
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hand  hito  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The 
fen  fation  given  by  the  touch  of  the  naked 
vifcera,  was  beyond  expreffion  dreadful ;  yet 
he  proceeded  and  found  no  difficulty  in  the 
operation,  till  the  body  of  the  child  was 
extracted  ;  but  the  head  fticking  at  the  fu- 
perior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  whilft  they 
were  ftriving  to  bring  it  away,  the  patient 
expired. 

On  the  following  day,  leave  was  obtained 
to  open  the  body.  The  abdomen  was  very 
much  tumified  and  inflated  near  the  cen- 
tre, where  it  had  a  difpofition  to  burft. 
On  making  an  incifion  through  the  integu- 
ments, there  was  a  ftrong  gum  of  putrid 
air,  and  then  was  difcovered  a  great  quan- 
tity of  bloody  ferum  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  ;  the  contents  of  which,  together 
with  the  peritonaeum,  had  that  appearance 
often  feen  in  the  higheft  degree  of  puer- 
peral fever.  The  fundus  uteri  was  regu- 
larly contracted,  and  apparently  healthy  ; 
but  this  being  turned  downwards,  a  large 
opening  was  perceived  in  that  part  of  the 
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cervix  which  joins  the  uterus,  directly  op- 
pofite  to  the  projection  of  the  os  facrum  y 
and  the  placenta  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  '  The  part  ruptured,  together 
with  the  contiguous  portions  of  both  the 
Uterus  and  vagina,  were  of  their  ufual  degree 
of  thicknefs,  but  in  a  ftate  of  gangrene. 

No.  XVI.  A  ftrong,  healthy,  and  cor- 
pulent woman,  aged  thirty-eight  years,  in 
labour  of  her  third  child,  had  ftrong  pains 
for  twelve  hours  ;  yet  the  head  of  the  child 
defcended  very  flowly  into  the  pelvis.  The 
pains  after  that  time  gradually  abated ;  and 
inftead  of  the  former  urging  throes,  me  had 
attacks  of  acute  pain  in  her  bowels  ;  be- 
came thirfty,  feeble,  and  reftlefs,  with  fre- 
quent fits  of  chillinefs.  She  remained  in 
that  ftate  for  feveral  hours,  and  about  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  told  the  midwife  that 
fomething  had  fnapt  fuddenly  within  her  : 
me  vomited  immediately  ;  complained  that 
the  child  had  rifen  higher  j  became  faint 
with  cold  fweat  and  di  tticulty  of  breathing  ; 
and  expired  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
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before  Dr.  Denman,  who  had  been  fent  for, 
could  reach  her  houfe. 

When  the  body  was  opened,  much  foetid 
air,  and  a  great  quantity  of  bloody  water 
was  difcharged  ;  the  bladder  was  found  di- 
ftended  with  urine ;  and  the  uterus  towards 
the  fundus  and  on  the  anterior  part,  was  re- 
gularly contracted.  In  the  left  hypochon- 
drium  appeared  the  back  of  the  child ;  on 
the  right  fide  the  fmall  inteftines,  and  the 
colon  diftended  with  air.  The  head  of  the 
child  was  firmly  locked  in  the  pelvis ;  but 
its  body  had  efcaped  into  the  abdomen, 
through  a  rupture  of  the  pofterior  part  of 
the  cervix  uteri,  which  was  in  a  gangrenous 
flate.  Half  the  placenta  was  in  the  abdo- 
men, the  remainder  in  the  uterus,  with 
much  clotted  blood  in  both  cavities.  There 
were  figns  of  peritoneal  inflammation,  re- 
fembling  what  are  obferved  in  women  who 
have  died  of  the  puerperal  fever.  The  pel- 
vis was  fmall  and  fomewhat  diftorted,  by 
the  projection  of  the  os  facrum. 
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No.  XVII.  December  2,  1783,  about 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  burfting  of 
the  membranes,  Mrs.    fent  for  a  gen- 

tleman of  eminence  who  had  been  accu- 
ftomed  to  attend  her.  She  was  thirty-three 
years  of  age,  and  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren. He  found  the  child  prefenting  na- 
turally, and  the  pains  increafing  with  fo 
much  effect,  that  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  the  head  was  in  contact  with  the 
perinaeum.  The  pains  were  ftrong,  and  the 
patient  in  good  fpirits,  fo  that  it  was  ex- 
pected fhe  would  be  delivered  in  half  an 
hour  >  when  all  at  once  fhe  made  a  more 
violent  outcry  than  ufual,  faying ;  '  She 
had  a  cramp  fo  excruciating  in  the  lower 
part  of  her  bowels,  as  muft  kill  her  if  it 
continued  ;  being  like  the  tearing  afunder  of 
her  ikin.'  She  raifed  herfelf  upright  and 
vomited ;  declaring,  fhe  had  loft  all  her 
labour  pains.  The  gentleman  attending 
was  alarmed,  from  a  fear  of  the  uterus  ha- 
ving given  way ;  and  on  examining  per  va- 
ginam,  no  part  of  the  child  was  to  be  felt. 
A  number  of  profeffional  men  were  foon 
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called  together,  who  viewed  the  cafe  as  ir- 
recoverable ;  but  from  a  fuppofed  poflibility 
of  faving  the  child,  it  was  agreed  the  pa- 
tient mould  be  delivered.  This  was  effect- 
ed with  lb  much  eafe,  that  fhe  expreffed 
her  JatisfaSlion  with  amazement.  The  child, 
from  a  feparation  of  the  cuticle,  appeared 
to  have  been  dead  fome  days.  On  the  in- 
troduction of  the  hand,  a  tranfverfe  lacera- 
tion was  difcovered  in  the  pofterior  portion 
of  the  uterus,  juft  above  the  projection  of 
the  os  facrum  5  through  which  the  whole 
of  a  full  grown  child  had  paffed  into  the 
abdominal  cavity.  The  account  fays,  that 
the  operator  in  paffing  his  hand  to  reach 
the  feet  of  the  child,  perceived  the  uterus, 
containing  the  placenta,  contracted  into  an 
oblong  form. 

This  patient  had  a  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing from  the  firft  violent  attack  of  fpafm  $ 
but  had  vomited  only  once ;  loft  very  little 
blood ;  nor  had  any  convulfions  from  firft  to 
laft.  She  continued  warm,  with  a  pulfe 
tolerably  full,  for  fix  or  eight  hours,  when 
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her  extremities  became  cold,  her  pulfe  fee- 
ble, and  its  ftrokes  fo  rapid,  as  fcarcely  to  be 
numbered.  It  was  then  thought  me  could 
live  but  a  few  hours ;  yet  on  the  morning  of 
next  day,  her  warmth  had  returned,  her 
pulfe  had  acquired  firmnefs,  and  made  only 
one  hundred  and  twenty  ftrokes  in  a  mi- 
nute. Means  were  ufed  to  fupport  her 
ftrength  ;  and  a  camomile  bag  applied  warm 
over  the  whole  abdomen.  In  a  few  hours 
the  pulfe  again  funk ;  fhe  became  cold ; 
and  expired  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
forty-two  hours  after  the  rupture  had 
taken  place,  and  thirty-fix  from  the  extrac- 
tion of  the  foetus. — It  is  not  faid  that  the 
placenta  was  removed.  During  the  whole 
term  of  her  pregnancy,  fhe  had  been  fub- 
jec~t  to  cramp,  in  an  uncommon  degree. 

From  fome  of  the  circumftances  of  this 
cafe,  there  was  reafon  to  have  hoped  a  more 
favourable  event.  The  patient's  ftrength 
was  unimpaired ;  neither  had  fhe  furfered 
from  hemorrhage  or  convulfions  :  the  lace- 
ration was  produced  by  violent  and  irre- 
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gular  action  of  the  uterus,  before  its  fub- 
ftance  could  have  been  much  injured  by 
preflure  between  the  bones  of  the  child's 
head  and  the  mother's  pelvis,  which  was 
well  formed  :  the  turning  and  extraction 
of  the  child  were  performed  with  eafe  -y  and 
on  the  following  day  the  fymptoms  were 
become  lefs  alarming. 

No.  XVIII.  A  woman  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  continued  in  labour  of  a  firft 
child,  tinder  the  care  of  a  midwife,  from 
Tuefday  the  1 6  th  of  Augufr.  to  the  Thurf- 
day  following,  when  a  phyncian  in  the 
practice  of  midwifery  was  defired  to  vifit 
her.  She  was  remarkably  low  in  ftature, 
her  head  large  in  proportion  to  her  body  -3 
and  the  diftortion  of  the  fpine,  and  of  the 
lower  extremities  was  to  an  uncommon 
degree.  On  making  the  ufual  examina- 
tion, he  perceived  that  the  os  facrum  ad- 
vanced a  confiderable  way  into  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis,  and  much  diminimed  the  fupe- 
rior  aperture.  The  os  tincae  was  flaccid, 
and  dilated  to  the  fize  of  a  half  crown ; 
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the  membranes  had  been  ruptured  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  ;  but  no  part  of 
the  child  was  to  be  felt.  Her  general 
health  was  good ;  her  bowels  open ;  and 
the  bladder  had  been  lately  emptied.  He 
prefcribed  an  opiate  and  recommended  giv- 
ing: more  time. 

Next  morning ;  the  os  tineas  was  more 
dilated  ;  and  one  of  the  inferior  extremi- 
ties of  the  child  juft  to  be  felt.  In  the 
evening  the  foot  had  nearly  reached  to 
the  os  externum  ;  her  pulfe  was  become 
very  frequent  -y  and  her  reftleffnefs  and  im- 
patience to  be  delivered  exceffive.  As  no 
advantage  was  to  be  derived  from  farther 
delay,  he  proceeded  to  deliver  and  with 
fome  trouble  brought  down  the  breech ; 
the  arms  were  delivered  with  difficulty ; 
but  the  diftortion  of  the  pelvis  rendered 
the  extraction  of  the  head  impracticable, 
without  diminution  ;  and  the  great  bulk  of 
the  body  fo  blocked  up  the  vagina,  as  ab- 
folutely  to  prevent  the  application  of  the 
perforator.    By  the  efforts  made  to  deliver, 
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the  cervical  vertibra  were  beginning  to 
give  way  ;  it  was  therefore  thought  eligible 
to  divide  the  body  from  the  head.  Thi3 
being  done,  as  the  patient  appeared  to  be 
much  fatigued,  the  gentlemen  attending 
were  of  opinion,  that  to  adminifter  an 
opiate,  and  endeavour  to  procure  reft, 
would,  by  recruiting  her  ftrength  and  fpi- 
rits,  afford  her  a  better  chance  of  well 
fuftaining  the  remainder  of  the  operation. 

About  two  hours  from  this  time,  me 
complained  of  a  painful  tightnefs  acrofs 
the  hypogaftric  region,  with  an  urgent  in- 
clination to  pafs  urine  :  this  me  did  with- 
out difficulty ;  but  the  painful  feitfation  in 
the  abdomen,  continued  to  increafe,  and 
after  having  for  half  an  hour  tormented 
her  to  an  excruciating  degree,  it  fuddenly 
remitted.  A  confiderable  change  foon  took 
place  in  her  countenance ;  her  refpiration 
became  ftiort,  her  extremities  cold,  and 
me  expired. 

When  the  body  was  opened,  the  uterus 
appeared  in  an  inflamed  ftate,  (efpecially  at 
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the  cervix,  wheh  was  of  a  dark,  or  rather 
livid  colour)  and  its  fize,  that  of  the  womb 
in  the  fifth  month :  the  inflammation  ex- 
tended more  or  lefs  to  all  the  abdominal 
vifcera.  On  the  pofterior  part  of  the  cer- 
vix uteri,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  projection 
of  the  os  facrum,  a  rupture  was  difcovered, 
extending  from  thence  quite  through  the 
os  tinea?.  The  head  and  placenta  had  both 
efcaped  by  this  opening  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen.  The  omentum  had  formed 
many  adhefions  with  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen  and  neighbouring  vifcera ;  and 
feveral  ounces  of  bloody  ferum  were  found, 
in  the  cavity.  The  body  was  become  very 
putrid,  though  infpe&ed  a  few  hours  after 
death  ;  and  the  abdomen  and  inteftines  were 
very  much  diftended  with  air.  The  pelvis 
was  greatly  diftorted;  and  the  fuperior 
aperture  meafured  only  two  inches  from 
the  os  pubis  to  the  os  facrum. 

No.  XIX.  A  very  corpulent  woman, 
aged  thirty-eight,  who  had  born  fourteen 
children,  palled  the  firft  eight  months  of 
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her  fifteenth  pregnancy,  without  any  par- 
ticular complaint.  In  the  ninth,  though 
ailing,  it  was  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
require  any  medical  afliftance ;  and  towards 
the  end  of  her  term,  flic  was  fo  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  follow  her  ufual  bufinefs. 
On  the  evening  of  December  the  17th, 
j  786,  fhe  had  a  fall,  by  which  fhe  was 
much  bruited ;  and  next  morning  the  pains 
of  labour  came  on.  The  firft  part  was 
under  the  management  of  a  midwife,  and 
in  every  refpect  natural  j  the  os  tineas  dila- 
ting gradually,  and  the  membranes  ruptur- 
ing in  due  time  :  but  the  head  of  the  child 
not  advancing,  a  furgeon  was  called  at  ten 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  who 
found  that  the  head  of  the  child  had  en- 
tered the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  with  the  face 
towards  the  olfa  pubis.  At  this  time  the 
labour-pains  were  ftrong,  at  intervals  of 
five  minutes  ;  and  the  patient  quite  fenfible. 
The  child's  head  teemed  faft  locked  among 
the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  the  furgeon  not 
being  able  to  move  it,  though  he  could 
pafs  his  finger  into  the  mouth.    In  about 
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half  an  hour,  the  pains  ceafed  at  once,  fome 
iiidden  and  great  change  appearing  to  have 
taken  place ;  her  pulfe  funk,  her  face  be- 
came livid,  and  her  belly  flaccid  :  the  poor 
woman,  being  now  extremely  reftlefs,  faid 
me  felt  herfelf  dying ;  and  finking  low  in 
the  bed,  expired  before  eleven  o'clock. 

Wednefday,  the  20th,  leave  having  been 
obtained  to  infpecl:  the  body,  appearances 
were  as  follows  :  externally,  the  fundus 
uteri  feemed  to  point  directly  forward,  and 
to  prefs  againft  the  navel.  About  a  quart 
of  bloody  ferum  was  difcharged  on  opening 
the  abdomen  ;  and  a  large  and  flat  coagu- 
lum  of  blood  refembling,  in  form,  an  epi- 
ploon, was  fpread  over  the  interlines.  The 
uterus  was  uncommonly  pendulous,  and  its 
fundus  thrown  fo  much  forward,  that  it 
appeared  to  be  at  right  angles  with  the  axis 
of  the  pelvis  :  the  right  lide  was  found  in 
a  natural  ftate  •  but  on  the  left,  there  was  a 
large  cavity  formed  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane, communicating  with  both  abdomen 
and  uterus,  and  containing  ferum,  coagu- 
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lated  blood,  and  the  meconium  of  the  child. 
By  removing  thefe,  it  was  difcovcred  that 
the  uterus  had  been  ruptured  on  the  left 
fide,  about  the  beginning  of  the  cervix ; 
through  which  opening,  the  arm  of  the 
child  had  pufhed  out,  and  was  lying  on  the 
outride  of  the  uterus  towards  the  fore  party 
within  that  hollow  which  had  been  formed 
in  the  cellular  membrane.  The  arm  of  the 
child  was  ftiff",  which  renders  it  probable 
that  it  died  in  that  pofition  j  and  the  head 
refted  againft  the  os  pubis,  one  ear  appear- 
ing through  the  rupture.  There  was  like- 
wife  a  fmaller  opening  on  the  back  part 
into  the  rectum,  from  which  there  did  not 
feem  to  have  been  any  haemorrhage. 

No.  XX.  The  cafe  of  Mrs.  H   was- 

obligingly  communicated  by  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, who  relates,  "  That  me  was  a  fmall 
ricketty  woman,  twenty-fix  years  of  age, 
and  in  her  third  pregnancy ;  had  been  deli- 
vered of  her  fir  ft  child  by  embryotomy ;  the 
fecond  was  fmall,  but  born  (dead)  by  the 
natural  pains.    Auguft  10,  1786,  early  in 
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the  morning  me  was  taken  in  labour ;  and 
after  fome  hours  of  ilrong  pains,  the  os 
tinea)  being  greatly  dilated;  the  . waters  were 
difcharged.  The  labour-pains  continued 
the  whole  of  that  day  without  much  ad- 
vantage ;  and  though,  during  the  night, 
me  had  fome  fleep  from  a  draught  with 
antimonial  wTine  and  laudanum,  and  the 
pains  went  on  in  the  intervals  with  regula- 
larity  and  apparent  force  ;  yet  they  did  not 
act  on  the  os  tineas,  which  remained  thick, 
but  foft  and  yielding.  1 1  th,  The  breech 
was  found  to  prefent,  and  to  be  wedged  in 
at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 

In  confultation  with  three  men  of  emi- 
nence, it  was  the  opinion  of  all,  that  there 
was  no  neceffity  to  precipitate  delivery,  as 
it  was  thought  the  natural  pains  would,  in 
time,  be  fufficient  for  that  purpofe.  In  the 
mean  while  it  was  directed,  that  (he  mould 
be  kept  cool ;  be  touched  as  little  as  poffi- 
ble ;  that  as  her  pulfe  was  full,  with  a  de- 
gree of  hardnefs,  eight  ounces  of  blood 
mould  be  taken  away ;  and  that  glyfters 
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mould  be  administered.  If  in  the  evening 
it  mould  be  found  that  the  pains  continued 
ftrong  without  much  effect,  it  was  refolvcd 
to  affift  with  the  blunt  hook. 

When  me  was  vifited  in  the  evening, 
the  breech  was  rather  lower  ;  and  as  it  had 
been  the  general  opinion  in  the  morning 
that  the  natural  pains  would  be  fufficient,  it 
was  ftill  thought  right  to  give  a  little  more 
time.  At  ten  o'clock  at  night,  me  feemed 
inclined  to  reft,  from  an  opiate  me  had  juft 
taken,  therefore  was  not  difturbed,  but  or- 
ders given  to  call  Mr.  Simmons  if  any 
change  mould  take  place. 

About  fx  o'clock  the  following  morn- 
ing, me  was  feized  with  violent  pains  in 
the  abdomen,  and  immediately  vomited  a 
great  quantity  of  coffee- coloured  fluid  j  and 
on  being  examined  by  the  midwife,  the 
child  was  found  to  have  receded  fo  much, 
that  even  Mr.  Simmons,  could  not  with- 
out great  difficulty,  touch  any  part  of  it 
per  uaginam  5   the  os  tinea?  now  feeling 


thick  and  contracted.  As  from  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  accident,  he  requeued  thofe 
gentlemen  to  meet  him  again,  who  had  feen 
his  patient  the  day  before.  Having  consi- 
dered the  cafe,  they  agreed  with  him  in 
think  in?,  that  me  mould  be  delivered  im- 
mediately.  The  woman  was,  at  this  time, 
in  a  profufe  fweat ;  and  the  form  of  the 
child  could  be  diftin&ly  traced  through  the 
parietes  of  the  abdomen. 

The  feet  of  the  child  being  found  and 
eafily  brought  down,  the  extraction  went  on 
without  difficulty  till  the  head  had  reached 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  where  it  met  with  fo 
much  refiftance  as  to  require  the  applica- 
tion of  the  crotchet.  The  placenta  foon 
followed  without  any  haemorrhage.  The 
patient  bore  the  delivery  well  -3  but  her 
pulfe  funk  foon  after,  and  in  five  hours  me 
expired. 

The  body  was  examined  next  day,  in  the 
prefence  of  feveral  profefllonal  men.  In  the 
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cavity  of  the  abdomen  was  found  a  great 
quantity  of  bloody  ferum  :  the  os  tineas  ap- 
peared on  one  fide  to  be  torn  from  the 
uterus,  and  felt  when  hanging  down  in  the 
vagina,  like  a  portion  of  inteftine.  Ante- 
riorly towards  the  cervix  uteri,  there  was  a 
large  opening  immediately  above  the  ofTa 
pubis.  On  the  pofterior  portion  of  the 
uterus,  which  had  been  prefled  againfr.  the 
projection  of  the  os  facrum,  there  was  ano- 
ther fmaller  aperture.  The  whole  of  the 
cervix  uteri  had  a  bruifed  livid  appearance, 
and  was  diftended  with  coagulated  blood. 
The  fundus  was  regularly  contracted,  with 
flight  marks  of  inflammation  externally  -y 
but  nothing  particular  was  obfervable  on  its 
internal  furface.  At  the  brim,  the  pelvis 
meafured  nearly  three  inches  from  ofTa  pu- 
bis to  os  facrum.  Along  the  upper  part 
of  the  ofla  pubis,  there  was  a  thin  bony 
ridge,  which,  when  the  bones  were  cleaned, 
was  almoft  as  fharp  as  the  edge  of  a  knife  ; 
with  two  or  three  little  pointed  procefles  on 
the  left  fide,  protruding  a  little  way  beyond 
the  fharp  edge. 
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No.  XXI,  is  an  abftradt  of  the  cafe  pub- 
liihed  by  Mr.  Goldfon. 

Mrs.  Wilkins,  a  large  woman,  much 
ufed  to  laborious  exercife,  about  thirty- 
fix  years  of  age,  inclined  to  be  lufty,  of  a 
conftitution  naturally  healthy,  was,  Auguft 
19,  1786,  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
in  labour  of  her  fourth  child.  Her  former 
labours  had  always  been  lingering,  but  had 
terminated  without  more  than  ordinary 
.  afliflance.  During  the  prefent  pregnancy 
me  had  not  been  able  to  move  with  fo 
much  eafe  as  with  her  other  children,  com- 
plaining of  much  pain  in  the  left  hypochon- 
drium. 

The  pains  increafed ;  the  os  internum 
dilated ;  the  membranes  broke ;  and  the 
head  of  the  child  was  found  to  prefent: 
but  as  Mr.  W.  the  perfon  employed,  could 
only  reach  it  with  the  point  of  a  finger,  its 
particular  fituation  could  not  be  afcertained. 
The  child's  head  advanced  by  flow  degrees  ; 
nor  did  it  feem  to  be  much  engaged  in  the 
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pelvis .  The  patien  t  was  feized  with  the  cramp 
in  the  left  leg  and  foot,  which  extended  to 
her  belly  on  the  return  of  each  pain.  Du- 
ring a  fevere  pain,  me  cried  out  moft  vehe- 
mently, oh  the  cramp  !  the  cramp  !  which 
fhe  afterwards  faid,  me  believed  to  be  in  her 
womb :  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  va- 
gina foon  followed.  The  pains  now  abated 
in  their  ftrength,  and  were  fuccecded  by 
fuch  as  had  the  appearance  of  colic ;  her 
pulfe  was  full  and  quick  :  after  fome  time 
fhe  complained  of  thirft,  vomited  frequent- 
ly, was.  reftlefs,  and  felt  great  pain  when 
the  hand  was  applied  to  the  belly.  The 
head  of  the  child  had  receded,  nor  was  anv 
part  of  it  to  be  felt  :  there  was  no  return 
of  labour- pains  in  the  evening,    On  the 
following  morning,  (the  20th)  it  appeared 
that  me  had  pafted  a  very  reftlefs  night, 
with  vomiting  and  great  thirft.     It  was 
likewife  difcovered  that  the  urine  came  away 
involuntarily.  About  noon  (he  complained 
of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  pubis ;  her  face 
was  covered  with  a  cold  fweat ;  fhe  had 
great  anxiety,  thick  and  fhort  breathing, 
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intenfe  thirft,  and  continual  efforts  to 
vomit :  her  pulfe  rapid  and  moderately  full. 
Mr.  W.  proceeding  to  examine,  had  no 
difficulty  in  paffing  his  hand,  and  felt  a 
moveable  tumor  on  the  pofterior  part, 
(the  contracted  uterus,  as  appeared  after- 
wards) and  his  hand  in  contact  with  the 
inteftines.  Having  brought  down  the  feet 
of  the  child,  fome  exertion  was  necef- 
fary  to  difengage  the  breech  ;  but  the  head 
followed  with  eafe :  as  did  the  placenta, 
which  was  likewife  in  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen. 

This  woman  died  the  23d  of  Auguft ; 
and  on  opening  the  body,  the  appearances 
were  as  follows  :  an  inflamed  peritoneum, 
in  fome  places  beginning  to  fphacelatej  in- 
teftines diftended  with  air,  the  coats  tinned 
with  yellow,  and  inflamed  through  their 
whole  extent ;  and  for  the  moft  part  con- 
nected with  each  other  by  flight  adhefions, 
with  fpots  interfperfed  of  beginning  fphace- 
lation  :  the  omentum  contracted  and  in- 
flamed ;  a  great  quantity  of  bloody  ferum 
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in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen ;  the  whole 
exhibiting  an  appearance  fimilar  to  what 
has  been  obferved  in  thofe  who  have  died  of 
puerperal  fever.  The  uterus  was  contracted 
according  to  the  time  from  the  delivery; 
and  without  its  appendages  found,  except 
the  left  ovarium.  The  os  internum  and 
cervix  uteri  uninjured,  and  contracted  fo  as 
with  difficulty  to  admit  more  than  two 
fingers :  the  vagina  was  thin  ;  and  lacerated 
clofe  to  its  attachment  with  the  uterus, 
nearly  through  one  half  its  circumference. 
The  bladder  was  ruptured  on  its  back  part. 

The  publisher  of  the  above  hiftory,  (Mr. 
Goldfon)  gives  it  as  a  cafe  of  lacerated  va- 
gina :  he  has  taken  much  pains  likewife, 
to  prove  that  of  Mrs.  Manning  to  have 
been  one  of  the  fame  kind ;  and  to  eftablifli 
as  the  criterion  of  fuch  cafes,  "  the  pla- 
centa being  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen." 
What  practical  inference  he  intended  mould 
be  drawn  from  this  being  granted,  I  do  not 
perceive;  fince  the  means  recommended  in 
thefe  obfervations  will  equally  apply  in  the 
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lacerated  uterus  or  vagina ;  if  the  child  b 
in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 

No.  XXII.  A  negro  woman  of  theifland 
of  Jamaica,  who  was  well  formed,  and  had 
born  three  children  in  the  natural  way; 
when  in  labour  of  the  fourth,  was  fo  im- 
patient under  her  pains,  as  to  be  confidered 
by  her  neighbours  as  delirious,  though  her 
fufferings  did  not  appear  to  them  more  than 
commonly  fevere ;    but  fo  violently  did 
they  effect  the  woman  herfelf,  as  to  induce 
her  to  make  a  long  incifion  on  the  left  fide 
of  her  belly  with  a  knife,  part  of  the  blade 
of  which  had  been  broken  off ;  and  fo  deep 
as  to  divide  the  fkin,  mufcles  and  uterus, 
and  even  to  wound  the  left  hip  of  the  child. 
The  opening  was  nearly  in  the  direction  of 
the  ohliquus  defcendens  mufcle,  and  fo  con- 
fiderable  that  the  foetus  was  immediately 
forced  out  upon  the  mat  on  which  fhe  lay  • 
where  it  was  found,  by  a  midwife  who  had 
been  called  to  her  afliftance,  together  with 
a  great  portion  of  the  interlines.    She  tied 
the  navel -firing,  returned  the  bowels  into 
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the  abdomen  ;  and  without  extracting  the 
placenta,  fewed  up  the  wound  in  the  way 
practifed  on  dead  bodies. 

Dr.  Morton,  an  able  practitioner,  was 
fent  for  as  Toon  as  poffible,  and  faw  her 
about  three  hours  after  the  operation.  He 
confidered  the  mode  in  which  the  wound 
had  been  fewed  up  as  improper  $  had  the 
flitches  divided ;  directed  the  parts  to  be 
warned  with  warm  water  j  and  the  bowels 
to  be  cleanfed  from  the  ftraws  and  fand 
which  had  adhered  from  their  lying  on  the 
mat.  He  eafily  extracted  the  placenta,  re- 
placed the  inteftines,  and  brought  the  lips 
of  the  wound  together,  by  the  interrupted 
future.  She  had  loft  a  great  quantity  of 
blood,  and  was  put  to  bed  fpeechlefs,  with- 
out any  pulfe  at  the  wrift.  Her  fpeech  me 
recovered  the  following  day  but  had  a  de- 
gree of  fever  fome  days  longer,  with  very 
little  lochial  difcharge.  From  that  time 
/he  went  on  well,  and  was  able  to  fit  up  at 
the  end  of  five  weeks ;  had  ftrength  enough 
to  walk  in  a  fortnight  more  and  in  three 
months  was  perfectly  recovered. 
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Her  miftrefs  parted  with  her  foon  after 
this  but  Dr.  Morton,  to  know  the  remain- 
der of  her  hiftory,  applied  for  information 
to  a  furgeon  on  the  plantation  to  which  fh'e 
was  removed.  He  received  for  anf.ver, 
that  me  had  been  regular  in  her  menftrua- 
tion,  from  the  time  me  had  been  under  his 
infpeclion ;  had  again  become  pregnant ; 
and  if  me  had  not  been  carefully  watched, 
would  have  chofen  to  repeat  the  operation ; 
having  declared  her  fuflerings  from  that,  to 
have  been  trifling,  when  compared  with  the 
pangs  of  child-bearing.  Her  labour  was 
natural,  and  her  recovery  perfect. 

No.  XXIII.  The  Inaugural  DhTertation 
of  M.  Piftor,  exhibius  fcetum  e  rupto  utero 
tn  abdomen  proru?npente?ny  contains  the  hif- 
tory  of  a  cafe  which  happened  at  Strafburg. 
"  The  woman  was  forty  years  old,  below 
the  common  fize,  and  deformed  in  her 
limbs  j  yet  had  born  twins  alive  fome  years 
before.  The  commencement  of  this  labour 
was  n-tural;  the  os  tines  dilating,  the 
membranes  giving  way  in  due  time,  and  the 
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head  of  the  child  preferring,  fo  that  the 
midwife  expected  a  fpeedy  delivery.  In  this 
however  me  was  difippointed,  though  the 
pains  continued.  The  patient  complained 
of  great  weaknefs,  yet  was  able  in  the  in- 
tervals of  eafe  to  walk  about  the  room,  and 
had  no  faintings.  The  pains  of  labour  be- 
came weaker  and  weaker,  and  on  the  fourth 
day,  from  the  firft  attack,  had  entirely 
ceafed,  the  head  of  the  child  being  now  no 
longer  to  be  felt  by  the  common  mode  of 
examination.  On  the  attendants  attempt- 
ing to  take  her  out  of  bed,  /he  fell  to  the 
ground  in  a  fit  of  convulfions,  of  which 
fhe  had  three  returns  in  a  fliort  time ;  but 
recovered  and  patted  the  following  morning 
tolerably  free  from  uneafinefs.  In  the  af- 
ternoon a  fudden  change  took  place,  her 
ufual  colour  faded,  her  lips  became  pale, 
and  her  whole  countenance  put  on  a  death- 
like appearance.  She  continued  in  a  flupor 
for  fome  time,  and  then  expired,  having 
been  five  whole  days  in  labour.  The  ab- 
domen had  been  excellively  fwelled  from 
the  time  the  pains  had  ceafed,  the  tumor 
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falling  to  that  fide  on  which  (he  happened 
to  lie. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  a  quantity  of 
air  and  blood  rufhed  out,  and  a  foetus  was 
difcovered  in  the  belly  among  the  bowels. 
The  body  of  the  uterus  had  fuffered  no  in- 
jury, but  there  was  a  rupture  of  the  right 
fide  of  the  cervix,  three  fingers  breadth 
above  the  os  tincae,  fufficiently  large  to  al- 
low the  whole  foetus  and  fecundines  to 
efcape  ;  which  laft  were  found  lying  upon 
the  liver.  The  cuticle  of  the  child,  parti- 
cularly upon  the  face,  was  difpofed  to  peel 
off." 

The  cervix  uteri  in  the  above  cafe,  gave 
way,  I  apprehend,  when  the  great  urgency 
of  the  pains  abated  ;  and  thofe  which  con- 
tinued and  became  weaker  and  weaker, 
feem  to  have  been  the  efforts  of  the  body 
of  the  uterus,  by  which  the  whole  of  the 
child  and  fecundines  were  at  laft  propelled 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  where  they 
were  found  on  direction.  The  child,  from 
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the  appearance  of  the  cuticle,  muft  have 
died  very  foon  after  it  had  pafled  through 
the  rupture. 

If  it  were  necerTary,  a  number  of  other 
authorities  from  the  works  of  medical  wri- 
ters might  be  felected,  to  illuftrate  the  dif- 
ferent circumftances  connected  with  the 
fubjedt  under  examination  :  but  as  I  am 
unwilling  to  incur  in  a  greater  degree,  the 
imputation  of  prolixity,  I  mall  clofe  my 
collection  of  cafes  by  fhort  abflracts  from 
two  mentioned  by  Bonnetus. 

No.  XXIV.  Mifcelan.  Curiof.  ann.  1671, 
obferva.  86.  "A  woman  died  undelivered, 
where  the  arm  of  the  child  had  prefented, 
as  high  as  the  moulder;  and  on  opening  the 
body,  the  other  parts  of  the  child  with  the 
placenta  were  found  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  among  the  inteftines.  She  had 
born  two  dead  children  before  this  :  the 
uterus  was  ruptured  in  its  lower  part,  and 
the  accident  was  mppofed  to  have  happened 
in  confequence  of  a  tumor  of  the  fchirrous 
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kind,  which  adhered  to  and  occupied  a  great 
part  of  the  fundus." 

No.  XXV.  Mlfcelan.  Curiof.ann.  i6yi, 
obfervation  254.  "  The  hand  of  the  child 
prefented  before  the  head,  and  the  woman 
died  after  having  been  four  days  in  labour. 
The  body  of  the  child  was  wholly  out  of 
the  uterus,  which  was  ruptured  on  the  left 
fide ;  the  head  and  arm  remaining  confined 
between  the  ofia  pubis  and  cervix  uteri. 
On  the  left  fide,  was  a  round  hard  tumor 
extending  to  the  cervix." 


THE  uterus  may  be  ruptured  by  exter- 
nal violence  at  any  period  of  pregnancy ; 
but  if  we  confider  attentively,  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  connected  with  it  in  the  latter 
months,  we  mall  at  once  perceive  that  the 
gravid  uterus  is  not  likely  to  fuffer  lace- 
ration by  its  own  action,  while  the  mem- 
branes of  the  foetus  remain  entire.  For 
in  the  natural  pofition  of  the  child  in 
utero,  the  limbs  are  generally  difpofed  in 
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a  manner  as  compact  as  the  figure  of  fuch 
parts  will  admit ;  and  while  the  liquor  am- 
tin  is  retained,  every  inequality  is  completely 
filled  up.   But  there  are  frequent  deviations 
from  the  mofl  commodious  difpofition  of 
parts  :  and  it  will  often  happen  that  the 
knee,  the  elbow,  the  moulder,  or  even  the 
head,  may  become  ofFenfively  prominent, 
by  being  thrown  out  of  the  oval  outline. 
If  this  inequality  cannot  be  reduced  into 
form  by  the  firfr,  efforts  of  the  uterus,  after 
the  difcharge  of  the  liquor  amnii,  and  thefe 
efforts  be  violent  and  irregular ;  if  the  re- 
finance to  the  defcent  of  the  child  be  very 
great,  and  the  fame  portion  of  the  uterus 
be  repeatedly  and  ftrongly  forced  againft 
fome  projecting  part  of  the  mother,  on  the 
return  of  every  pain  ;  if  the  thicknefs  of  the 
organ  can  be  diminifhed  by  ftretching  or 
rubbing,  as  is  commonly  believed,  and  the 
firmnefs  of  its  texture  be  weakened  by  in- 
flammation, ulceration,  or  gangreen  ;  then 
it  becomes  eafy  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fome 
cafes,  the  fibres  of  the  uterus  may  at  laft 
give  way,  and  the  patient  fufFer  this  dread- 
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ful  misfortune.  A  rupture,  according  to 
authors,  has  likewife  been  occafioned  by- 
polypi  and  other  tumors  and  excrefcences 
of  the  parts,  No.  XXIV,  XXV,  which  by 
obftructing  the  paffage  have  prevented  the 
uterus  from  acting  on  the  contents,  in  a 
line  according  with  its  own  axis,  and  that 
of  the  pelvis. 

It  appears  from  a  variety  of  inftances, 
that  a  rupture  may  happen  in  any  part  of 
the  gravid  uterus  j  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  uterine  efforts  in  the  act  of  parturition, 
and  from  the  relative  fituation  and  form  of 
the  parts  of  both  mother  and  child  imme- 
diately concerned,  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  it  is  moft  likely  to  take  place  in  the 
inferior  portion  ;  thofe  parts  which  corre- 
fpond  with  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  being 
more  particularly  expofed  to  injury,  from 
ftretching,  rubbing,  and  all  the  effects  of 
preffure.  Of  cafes  which  have  occurred 
within  my  own  knowledge,  the  fundus  has 
never  been  the  part  lacerated :  yet  violent 
and  irregular  contractions  of  the  uterus, 
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while  there  is  great  refinance  to  the  expul- 
fion  of  its  contents,  may  be  the  caufe  of 
rupture,  even  of  the  fuperior  portion. 

Lacerations  of  the  uterus  may  be  either 
tranfverfe  or  longitudinal ;  and  in  one  of 
Dr.  Hunter's  elegant  plates,  adepremon 
round  the  lower  part  of  the  womb  corre- 
fponding  with  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  is 
very  correctly  delineated,  which  will  per- 
haps nearly  mark  the  place  where  tranfverfe 
lacerations  are  molt  likely  to  happen. 

The  expulfion  of  the  foetus  and  fecun- 
dines,  is  chiefly  performed  by  the  action  of 
the  body  of  the  uterus  ;  and  the  firft  effect 
of  the  nifus  of  its  fibres  to  contract  towards 
the  end  of  utero-geftation,  is  to  overcome 
the  refinance  of  the  cervix.  The  function 
of  the  cervix  uteri  feems  to  be  little  more 
than  that  of  a  fphincter  -}  to  be  rather  re- 
finance than  pofitive  action ;  and  like  other 
fphincters,  poffemng  a  power  after  having 
been  ftretched,  of  refuming  its  priftine  form 
and  dimenfions ;  provided,  the  parts  con- 
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fleeted  with  it,  have  fuffered  no  particular 
injury.  When  the  cervix  yields,  the  fibres 
at  the  fundus  acquire  more  freedom  and 
power  to  act ;  the  labour  pains  increafe, 
the  parts  of  the  child  are  gradually  pro- 
pelled; and  the  paflage  is  fo  ftretched, 
that  the  duplicature  called  os  tincae  is  at 
laft  completely  unfolded  and  fmoothed ; 
and  the  once  evident  distinction  between 
cervix  uteri  and  vagina  is  totally  oblite- 
rated. This  is  a  fact  which,  though  it 
may  have  been  obferved,  has  not,  that  I 
can  recollect,  ever  been  expreflly  men- 
tioned, as  an  ufual  appearance ;  or  as  the 
effect  generally  produced  by  the  pafiage  ol 
the  child  in  the  act  of  parturition. 

I  was,  fome  years  ago,  called  to  a  poor 
woman  who  expired  before  I  could  reach 
her  habitation,  in  confequence  of  a  fudden 
and  excefTive  haemorrhage,  about  an  hour 
after  the  delivery  of  the  child  and  placenta. 
Leave  was  obtained  to  open  the  body, 
which  was  done  by  Mr.  Home,  in  the 
prefence  of  Dr.  John  Hunter  and  Dr. 
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Osborn.  When  Mr.  Home  had  divided 
the  parts,  in  a  line  from  the  os  externum 
to  the  fundus  uteri,  we  were  furprized  that 
not  a  veftige  of  the  os  tincae  could  be  dis- 
cerned ;  nor  any  fign  from  furface,  texture 
or  thicknefs,  by  which  it  was  pomble  to 
mark  the  termination  of  the  cervix  uteri  or 
the  beginning  of  the  vagina ;  the  whole 
forming  an  uninterrupted  canal.  Since 
that  time,  Mr.  Hunter  has  added  to  his 
valuable  collection,  a  preparation  of  the 
parts  from  another  fubject,  in  circum- 
flances  nearly  fimilar  to  the  above.  The 
period  between  delivery  and  death,  was  in 
this  inftance  rather  longer  than  in  the 
other,  and  a  proportional  difference  was 
diftinguimable  in  the  thicknefs  of  the 
uterus,  cervix  uteri  and  vagina;  yet  this 
was  in  a  degree  fo  inconliderable  as  to 
give  no  idea  of  the  ufual  appearance  of 
os  tincae.  In  his  poffeffion  there  is  ano- 
ther preparation  of  the  uterus  and  vagina 
of  a  woman  who  died  twelve  days  after 
delivery;  from  which  we  may  judge  of 
the  progrefs  of  uterine  contraction :  the 
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body  of  the  uterus  appears  very  much  con- 
tracted, the  cervix  confiderably  thickened 
#nd  its  canal  narrowed,  and  the  os  tincae 
as  having  juft  begun  to  aflume  its  cir- 
cular form,  though  ftill  fo  open  as  to  admit 
two  fingers. 

Should  laceration  happen  while  the  in- 
ferior portion  of  the  uterus  is  in  the  ftate 
I  have  defcribed,  and  the  os  tincae  merely 
an  imaginary  diftinction ;  the  parts  will 
never  be  capable  of  refuming  their  ufual 
appearance.    The  portion  which  retains 
it's  connexion  with  the  body  of  the  uterus 
preferving,  to  a  certain  degree,  its  con- 
tractile power,  may  acquire  fomewhat  of  the 
natural  appearance,  and  give  a  form  re- 
fembling  os  tineas  to  the  upper  edge  of  the 
torn  fuiface ;  while  the  part  below  the 
laceration,  remaining  in  a  flaccid  ftate,  will 
appear  like  a  loofe  membrane  or  membra- 
nous canal :  and  mould  the  patient  die 
under  thefe  circumftances,  it  will  be  ren- 
dered  difficult  to   afcertain   the  precife 
fituation  of  the  rupture  j  or  determine  tru- 
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Jy,  whether  it  is  above  or  below  what  was 
os  tineas. 

If  diftortion  of  the  pelvis  mould  be  the 
caufe  which  impedes  the  defcent  of  the 
foetus  in  parturition,  and  the  uterus,  act- 
ing ftrongly,  urges  the  head  or  other  hard 
part  of  the  child  againft  the  bony  parts  of 
the  mother ;  thofe  portions  of  the  uterus 
comprehended  between,  will  become  fixed 
points.  The  fundus  uteri  being  the  part 
which  pofTefTes  in  the  greater!:  degree,  a 
power  of  contraction,  without  being  con- 
fined by  clofe  attachment  to  the  neigh- 
bouring parts,  fhould  its  exertions  be  vio- 
lent yet  unavailing  in  the  expulfion  of  the 
uterine  contents,  every  effort  will  be  made 
with  a  particular  ftrain  on  the  fibres  im- 
mediately above  the  fixed  points.  Thefe 
repeated  contractions  will  have  a  tendency 
to  rend  the  fuperior,  from  the  inferior  por- 
tion of  the  uterus ;  and  by  fqueezing  its 
fubftance  between  the  parts  of  the  child 
and  the  bones  of  the  mother's  pelvis,  are 
likely  alfo  to  produce  a  difpofition  to  in- 
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rlamation  and  gangrene.  The  os  tincae 
being  feldom  completely  dilated,  before  the 
ereateft  diameter  of  the  child's  head  has 
paffed  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  the  cervix 
uteri  will  be  moft  expofed  to  this  preffure, 
confequently  more  liable  to  laceration  than 
any  other  part.  This  circumftance  is  con- 
firmed by  No.  Ill,  VI,  VII,  X,  XI,  XV, 
XVI,  XVII,  XVIII,  XIX,  XX,  XXIII, 
and  XXIV.  It  is  not  only  from  the  cafes 
I  have  feen,  or  thofe  which  I  have  inferted 
in  this  publication,  but  from  many  others 
to  be  found  in  various  authors,  that  I  con- 
clude the  cervix  uteri  to  be  the  part  moft 
commonly  fufferi-ng  from  this  accident. 
In  defcribing  the  fituation  of  the  rupture, 
however  different  the  modes  of  expreffion, 
they  feem  generally  to  refer  to  the  cervix 
uteri  :  verfus  pubem — infer ius  uterum  inve- 
nimus  laccratum — et  ruptum  ilium  ad  ilion 
dextrum,  prope  cervicetn — cuj us  partem  in- 
feriorem  paula  fupra  internum  os  verfus 
pofleriora  r  up  tain  ifivenit — verfus  cervi- 
cem — in  uteri  collo  non  procul  ab  orificio 
intemo,  &c.    Such  is  the  ufual  language 
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of  medical  writers,  at  different  periods,  on 
the  fubjecl  of  ruptured  uterus ;  who  like- 
wife  feem  to  have  confidered  the  portion, 
which  comes  in  contact  with  the  projec- 
tion of  the  os  facrum,  as  that  which  is  moft 
frequently  injured.  The  rifk  of  fuch  an 
accident  happening,  may  fometimes  be 
increafed  by  peculiarities  in  the  ftructure 
of  the  bones  compofing  the  pelvis  -3  as  in 
No.  XX,  and  in  a  cafe  that  occurred  in 
the  London  Hofpital,  of  which  however 
I  have  not  been  able  tp  learn  the  particu- 
lars. 

It  has  likewife  been  fuppofed  that  the 
texture  of  the  uterus  may  be  weakened  by 
frequent  pregnancies  :  and  there  is  fome 
reafon  to  believe  that  very  corpulent  women 
are  more  in  danger  of  this  accident  than 
others ;  from  the  belly  being  pendulous, 
and  the  fundus  uteri  thrown  forward,  dur- 
ing pregnancy,  by  the  load  of  fat  about 
the  omentum  and  mefentery.  The  axis 
of  the  uterus  as  it  refpedts  that  of  the  pel- 
vis, may  be  fo  altered  by  fuch  caufes,  as 
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to  be  nearly  at  right  angles  (No.  XIX) ; 
by  which  the  child,  during  the  action  of 
the  pains,  will  be  forced  againft  the  pro- 
jection of  the  os  facrum  or  edge  of  the  offa 
pubis,  in  a  direction  very  unfavourable  to 
its  expulfion.  The  fame  effect  may  be 
produced  by  tumor  of  any  kind  capable  of 
impeding  the  progrefs  of  labour. 

The  longitudinal  rupture  of  the  uterus 
is,  I  believe,  a  more  rare  cafe  than  the 
tranfverfe  -y  and  when  not  the  effect  of  ex- 
ternal violence,  is  probably  occafioned  by 
the  feries  of  mufcular  fibres,  which  fur- 
round  each  Fallopian  tube,  acting  ffrongly 
at  the  fame  time ;  while  fome  prominent 
part  of  the  foetus  is  preffed,  at  the  inftant, 
againfl  that  portion  of  the  uterus  where 
the  two  feries  of  circles  become  tangents. 
Vide  Dr.  Hunter's  plates. 

If  the  pelvis  be  capacious  at  the  brim, 
and  early  in  the  labour  admits  the  head 
of  the  child  to  pafs  eafily  to  its  lower  part; 
the  os  tineas  may  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  fo  in- 
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completely  dilated,  as  to  be  puttied  down 
before  it  :  and  mould  any  narrownefs  or  de- 
formity of  this  inferior  portion  refift  the 
action  of  flrong  pains,  to  fo  great  a  degree 
as  to  be  the  caufe  of  laceration  before  the 
perfect  dilatation  takes  place,  the  cervix 
uteri  may  ftill  be  the  feat  of  the  injury. 
Thofe  cafes  of  rupture,  in  which  the  head 
of  the  child  is  ftated  to  have  been  very  far 
advanced  before  the  accident  happened, 
have  probably  been  of  this  kind  (No.  XII, 
XVII.) 

If  the  rupture  of  the  uterus  be  longitu- 
dinal, it  may  fometimes  be  continued 
through  the  os  tincae  ;  but  I  do  not  readily 
conceive  how  the  vagina  can  be  the  firft 
part  lacerated,  or  how  indeed  it  can  at  any 
rate  be  torn  tranfverfely,  by  the  natural 
efforts  during  labour.  Admitting  however 
the  poflibility  of  fuch  an  accident,  it  can- 
not take  place  till  the  child's  head  is  fo 
far  advanced  as  to  make  it  more  credible, 
that  it  mould  be  detained  among  the  bones 
of  the  pelvis,  than  efcape  into  the  abdo- 
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men.  No.  XII  and  XXI  are  indeed  ftated 
as  lacerations  of  the  vagina :  but  whatever 
may  be  the  precife  Situation  of  the  inj  ury  ; 
and  whether  the  foetus  has  paffed  into  the 
abdominal  cavity,  through  a  rupture  of  the 
vagina,  cervix,  or  fundus  uteri,  it  cannot, 
in  my  opinion,  affect  the  point  of  practice 
which  I  mall  venture  to  recommend. 

Many  writers  have  considered  the  foetus 
as  a  principal  agent  in  caufing  ruptures  of 
the  uterus  but  I  believe  that  muft  be  al- 
together paffive  :  for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
that  the  weak  action  of  a  child's  mufcles, 
where  there  is  fo  little  room  for  exertion, 
can  have  a  power  of  producing  an  effect  fo 
very  dreadful :  and  we  learn  from  No.  XVII, 
that  the  accident  may  happen,  when  from 
appearances,  there  is  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to 
think  that  the  foetus  died  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  labour. 

The  uterus  may  likewife  be  torn,  by  at- 
tempts to  turn  the  child  in  utero ;  and  by 


the  unfkilful  application  of  iriftruments,  iri 
eafes  of  laborious  parturition. 


The  figns  enumerated  by  authors  as  por- 
tending a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  are  too  un- 
eertain  and  equivocal  to  enable  us  to  found 
on  them  any  general  rule  of  practice  :  yet 
I  think  fituations  may  occur,  in  which, 
though  the  fear  alone  of  fuch  an  accident 
ought  not  abfolutely  to  determine,  it  might 
in  fome  fort  be  allowed  to  influence  our 
proceedings.  A  violent  and  agonizing 
pain  in  one  particular  point,  near  the  pro- 
jection of  the  os  facrum  or  arch  of  the  pu- 
bis, would  more  ftrongly  than  any  other 
fymptom  excite  in  my  mind,  an  apprehen- 
fion  of  impending  rupture ;  efpecially  if 
the  patient  was  of  a  nervous  habit,  and 
fubject  to  fpafmodic  affections,  (No.  XVII.) 
Mrs.  Manning  in  anfwer  to  particular  en- 
quiries, conftantly  affirmed  that,  though 
me  felt  general  pain  affecting  the  whole 
hypogaftric  region,  the  intolerable  agony 
was  confined  to  a  fmall  fpot  near  the  fym- 
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phifis  pubis ;  and  the  patient,  (No.  IX)  fuf- 
fered  in  a  peculiar  degree,  from  violent  and 
unremitting  pain  in  the  region  of  the  os  fa- 
crum.  The  lituation  of  the  confequent 
rupture  in  each,  as  far  as  could  be  afcer- 
tained,  was  found  to  correfpond  with  the 
feat  of  that  pain  which  feemed  fo  particu- 
larly to  diftrefs  them. 

Now,  while  I  am  writing,  three  cafes 
occur  to  me,  in  which  a  fear  of  what  the 
uterus  might  be  liable  to  fuffer  from  the 
long  continuance  of  labour,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  juftify  having  recourfe  to  the 
ufual  modes  of  delivery,  fooner  than  might 
be  thought  neceffary  under  lefs  threatening 
circumftances  : 

Firft;  Should  a  woman  of  a  nervous  ir- 
ritable conftitution,  who  either  from  the 
event  of  former  labour,  or  from  prefent 
examination,  we  know  to  have  a  pelvis  very 
narrow  at  the  fuperior  aperture,  have  fuf- 
fered  long  from  fevere  labour-pains  ;  mould 
thefe  pains  appear  to  adt  at  one  point  with 
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peculiar  agony,  without  the  child's  head 
entering  the  pelvis,  or  its  futures  exhibiting 
any  figns  that  the  cranium  will  mould  into 
a  form  likely  to  pais  ;  and  mould  to  thefe 
be  added  cramps  of  the  thighs  or  abdomen, 
I  mould  dread  the  confequences  of  permit- 
ting the  uterus  to  continue  its  unavailing 
efforts,  and  be  inclined  to  advife  delivery  by 
the  crotchet,  as  the  moft  probable  method 
of  preferving  the  mother  from  danger. 

The  fecond  \  With  fymptoms  fomewhat 
refembling  thofe  mentioned  above,  but  in  a 
patient  having  a  pelvis  differently  formed, 
mould  the  head  of  the  child  be  fo  far  ad- 
vanced as  to  render  the  application  of  the 
forceps  or  vectis  practicable,  I  think  it 
would  be  allowable  in  this  cafe  to  have 
recourfe  to  fuch  affiflance. 

For  the  third;  I  will  fuppofe  a  very 
corpulent  woman  with  a  pendulous  belly, 
but  having  a  pelvis  well  formed.  The  ac- 
tion of  the  uterus  in  labour,  being  in  the 
direction  of  its  own  axis,  if  the  fundus  i-8- 
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thrown  much  forward,  the  foetus,  on  the 
return  of  every  pain,  will  be  forced  againfl 
the  lumbar  vertebrae  or  anterior  edge  of 
the  offa  pubis,  in  a  direction  very  different 
from  that  of  the  axis  of  the  pelvis  through 
which  it  is  to  pafs ;  and  the  patient  be  ex- 
pofed  to  fuffer  much  pain  with  very  little 
advantage.  If  therefore,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  the  pains  mould  be  ftrong,  af- 
fecting a  particular  point,  without  the  head 
of  the  fcetus  advancing  in  proportion  to  their 
continuance  and  force,  I  fhould  fear  for  the 
fafety  of  my  patient,  and  think  turning  the 
child  and  extracting  it  by  the  feet,  a  juftifi- 
able  practice ;  as  being  attended  with  lefs 
danger  in  a  well  formed  pelvis,  than  per- 
mitting the  uterus  to  continue  its  ill-directed 
exertions.  But  thefe  being  cafes  which  do 
not  require  a  hafty  decinon  on  the  meafures 
to  be  purfued,  afford  time  to  take  the  opi- 
nion of  other  profeffional  men,  whofe  ad- 
vice may  confirm  or  amend  our  own  judg- 
ment. 
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WHEN  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  has 
really  happened,  it  is  generally  marked  by 
fymptoms  which  are  decifive ;  but  being  ar 
cafe  that  occurs  very  rarely,  thefe  do  not 
always,  in  the  beginning  excite  either  fufpi- 
cion  or  alarm.  When  labour  has  continued 
violent  fome  confiderable  time;  if  a  pain 
expreffive  of  peculiar  agony  is  followed  by 
a  difcharge  of  blood,  and  an  immediate  cef- 
fation  of  the  throes,  there  is  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend this  mifchief,  (No.  IV,  IX,  XV, 
XVII,  XXI.)    If  naufea  and  languor  fuc* 
ceed,  with  a  feeble  and  irregular  pulfe,  cold 
fweat,  reaching,  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  an 
inability  to  lie  in  an  horizontal  pofture, 
faintings  or  convulfions,  there  is  ftill  more 
reafon  to  fufpect  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  (No. 
IV,  VII,  IX,  XI,  XV,  XVI,  XVII,  XVIII, 
XIX,  XX,  XXI,  XXIII,  and  Mrs.  Man- 
ning.)   But  if  the  prefenting  part  of  the 
child,  which  was  before  plainly  to  be  di- 
ftinguimed,  has  receded  and  can  be  no  lon- 
ger felt;  and  its  form  and  limbs  can  be 
traced  through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
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there  cannot,  I  believe,  any  doubt  remain,  of 
the  uterus  being  ruptured,  (No.  VII,  IX, 
XI,  XII,  XV,  XVI,  XVII,  XX,  XXI, 
XXIII,  and  Mrs.  Manning.)  The  labour- 
pain  in  confequence  of  which  the  rupture 
is  fuppofed  to  have  happened,  is  often  de- 
fcribed  by  the  patients  as  being  fimilar  to 
cramp ;  and  as  if  fomething  were  tearing 
and  giving  way  within  them,  (No.  IV, 
IX,  XVI,  XVII,  XXI.)  It  has  been  faid 
likewise,  to  have  produced  a  noife  which 
could  be  heard  by  the  people  prefent,  (No. 
IX.)  and  we  learn  from  Guillemeau  and 
Crantz,  and  by  a  cafe  which  occurred  to 
Dr.  Savage,  that  the  uterus  may  be  rup- 
tured by  the  very  pain  which  expells  the 
child. 

1   -  i 

When  the  head  of  the  foetus  is  wedged 
among  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  or  an  arm 
entangled  in  the  vagina  or  os  externum,  the 
cafe  is  deprived  of  its  two  moft  diftinguifh- 
ing  figns ;  the  prefenting  part  will  be  pre- 
vented from  receding,  and  lefs  of  the  child 
tieing  allowed  to  efcape  by  the  rupture,  it 
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will  not  be  fo  diftinctly  felt  through  the 
integuments,  (No.  V,  VI,  XIX,  XXIV, 
XXV.)  When  fuch  cafes  have  occurred, 
the  patient's  real  fituation  has  not  always 
been  perfectly  underftood  till  after  death  ; 
when  the  head  of  the  child  has  fometimes 
been  fo  firmly  held  by  the  brim  of  the 
mother's  pelvis,  as  to  require  confidera- 
ble  force  to  difengage  it,  after  the  abdomen 
has  been  opened.  In  No.  VI,  there  was 
no  fymptom  which  could  give  any  alarm, 
till  the  appearance  of  thofe  arifing  from  de- 
bility the  confined  poiition  of  the  foetus, 
preferving  the  vifcera  from  great  irritation. 

Although  the  ftrong  efforts  of  labour  ge- 
nerally ccafe  from  the  time  a  rupture  hap- 
pens ;  yet  regular  but  weaker  pains,  will  in 
particular  cafes  continue  for  fome  time  af-  . 
terwards,  (No.  VI,  XVI,  XXI,  XXIII.) 
By  thefe  every,  part  of  the  child  will  be  ex- 
pelled from  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  the 
placenta  detached  and  forced  into  the  ab- 
domen, and  the  womb  contracted  and  di- 
minished in  tize.    For  the  principal  power 
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of  action  being  in  the  body  of  the  uterus, 
the  attachment  of  placenta  to  its  inner  fur- 
face,  and  the  feat  of  the  rupture,  for  the 
moft  part,  in  the  cervix  ;  the  contractions, 
which  are  naturally  from  the  fundus  to- 
wards the  inferior  portion  will,  in  moft 
cafes,  feparate  the  placenta  ;  and  that  will 
follow  the  child  through  the  rupture,  un- 
lefs,  whenever  the  accident  takes  place, 
uterine  action  mould  ceafe  in  confequence 
of  the  woman's  inftant  death, 

It  is  only,  I  believe,  from  fuch  immedi- 
ate death  of  the  mother,  or  under  circum- 
ftances  fimilar  to  thofe  flared  in  page  102, 
that  part  of  the  child  is  ever  found  in  the 
uterus,  while  the  remainder  has  pafTed  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  In  the  cafes 
of  rupture  which  have  happened  in  our 
time,  no  one  has  occurred,  where  the  con- 
ftriction  of  the  ruptured  fubftance  of  the 
uterus  round  any  part  of  the  child,  has  pre- 
vented its  efcape  into  the  abdomen;  nei- 
ther do  I  recollect  an  inftance  upon  record, 
except  that  from  Hildanus,  quoted  in  a  note 
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by  Mr.  Goldfon,  which  is  merely  matter, 
of  opinion  :  for  if  the  action  of  the  uterus 
continues  while  part  of  the  child  is  includ- 
ed in  the  rupture,  the  laceration  will  be 
frill  enlarging  by  every  effort,  till  the  whole 
is  expelled  from  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 
(No.  XXIII.)  Thefe  efforts  of  the  womb 
to  contract,  will  fpeedily  diminish  its  capa- 
city above  the  laceration,  and  fometimes 
even  that  of  the  laceration  itfelf ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  will  be  favourable  to  the  heal- 
ing procefs,  not  only  by  bringing  the  di- 
vided parts  more  in  contact  with  each 
other,  but  by  contributing  to  prevent  the 
inteftines  from  defcending  through  the 
wound.  From  the  fame  caufe,  when  the 
cervix  uteri  is  the  part  ruptured,  the  hand 
of  the  accoucheur  can  never  pafs  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  beyond  the  laceration. 
No.  I.  appears  to  have  been  a  rupture  of  the. 
body  of  the  uterus  ->  and  Rungius  muft 
have  palled  his  hand  immediately  after  the 
extraction  of  the  child :  for  it  is  evident, 
from  the  effect  which  he  relates  to  have 
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taken  place,  that  the  womb  ftill  poflefled, 
to  a  great  degree,  its  power  of  contracting. 

When  it  is  certain  that  the  uterus  is  rup- 
tured, every  one  muft  be  fenfible  that  the 
woman  is  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  extreme 
danger ;  whether  we  confider  the  import- 
ance of  the  vifcus  itfelf,  the  exceffive  hae- 
morrhage that  often  enfues,  or  the  violence 
to  which  the  abdominal  vifcera  are  expof- 
ed,  from  the  premire  of  a  fubftance  fo 
bulky,  and  fo  heavy,  as  the  body  of  a  child 
at  the  full  time.  Indeed  her  fituation  is  fo 
very  hazardous,  that  if  the  means  to  be  un- 
dertaken for  her  relief  are  not  fpeedily  ap- 
plied, fhe  will  foon  be  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  affi fiance. 

The  horrible  expedient  of  making  an  in- 
cifion  through  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen, 
for  the  extraction  of  the  child,  affords  very- 
little  profpect  of  recovery  to  the  mother. 
For  if  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  is  of  itfelf  an 
injury  fo  generally  fatal,  what  is  the  patient 
likely  to  gain  by  combining  the  dangers  of 
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fuch  an  accident,  with  thofe  of  a  penetrate 
ing  wound  that  will  expofe  the  abdominal 
vifcera  ?  Van  Swieten  thus  expreffes  him- 
felf :  Sea 1  fi  confiderentur  fymptomata  peffi- 
fhfff  guce  uteri  rupturam  comitari  folent3T- 
quis  audebit  banc  operationem  tentare  in  an- 
cipiti  adeo  Jlatu  \  quce  tamen  ilico  injiitui  de- 
beret  ut  prodeffet.  It  would  indeed  be  per- 
forming the  Caefarean  fection  with  every 
difadvantage ;  an  operation  which  has  hi- 
therto been  practifed  in  this  country  with 
fo  little  fuccefs,  as  almoft  to  difcourage  our 
ever  having  recourfe  to  it,  except  in  the 
hope  of  faving  the  life  of  the  child,  when 
the  mother  is  certainly  dead.  But  even 
when  performed  with  that  view,  it  will  fel- 
dom  anfwer  our  willies ;  and  in  cafes  of 
ruptured  uterus,  it  frill  lefs  promifes  to  be 
inflrumental  in  faving  the  infant :  for  after 
the  efcape  of  the  fcetus,  the  efforts  of  the 
uterus  to  contract  itfelf,  will  ftill  be  fuffici- 
ently  ftrong  to  detach  the  placenta;  and  to 
force  that,  with  whatever  lies  between  the 
fundus  uteri  and  rupture,  into  the  cavity  of 
the  abdomen,  (No.  VI,  X,  XI,  XII,  XV, 
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XVI,  XVIII,  XXI,  XXIII.)  The  powers 
of  life  in  the  child  will  foon  be  extinguim- 
ed  in  confequence  of  this  feparation,  and 
therefore  any  hope  to  preferve  it,  ought  to 
have  very  little  weight  in  determining  the 
meafures  to  be  purfued,  of  which  the  mother 
mould  be  the  only  object  while  llie  is  alive. 
For  I  have  never  heard  of  an  initance  of  a 
child  having  been  faved,  in  a  laceration  of 
the  uterus,  whether  taken  away  by  excifion 
or  extraction. 


IT  is  not  however  fufficient,  that  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  check  unfeeling  boldnels, 
if  there  is  not  likewife  an  endeavour,  to 
avert  the  confequences  of  a  too  cautious 
and  timid  mode  of  practice.  There  is  a 
parTIve,  as  well  as  an  active  inhumanity; 
which  though  lefs  fhocking  in  appearance, 
is  not  lefs  dangerous  in  its  effects.  A  rup- 
ture of  the  gravid  uterus  is  confeffedly  a 
cafe,  which  the  experience  of  the  pall,  and 
of  the  prefent  time,  has  rendered  almoil 
hopelefs :  yet  it  might  be  worth  enquiring, 
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whether  the  inftances  of  recovery  would 
have  been  fo  very  rare,  had  we  not  too  ge- 
generally  given  way  to  an  almoft  criminal 
defpondency.  The  hiftory  I  have  related 
is  decifive  as  to  the  poffibility  of  recovery 
and  thofe  which  I  have  cited,  though  not 
fo  conclulive  as  I  could  wifti,  contain  each 
of  them  fome  circumftance,  which  may 
encourage  us  to  hope  for  a  more  favourable 
event,  by  a  change  in  our  mode  of  practice. 

The  objections  to  delivery  in  cafes  where 
all,  or  greater!:  part  of  a  child,  has  efcaped 
through  a  rupture  of  the  uterus  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  mufl  principally 
arife  from  the  following  circumftances : 

Firft ;  From  the  extreme  danger  of  the 
original  complaint,  as  affording  no  hope  of 
recovery. 

Secondly  j  From  the  increafed  difficulty 
of  delivery,  in  confequence  of  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  uterus  and  natural  paffages. 
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Thirdly;  From  a  fear  that  the  injury1 
already  done  to  the  parts,  muft  be  fo  ag- 
gravated by  the  introduction  of  the  hand 
and  the  extraction  of  the  foetus,  as  to  render 
the  death  of  the  patient  inevitable. 

Fourthly  From  an  expectation,  that 
the  conftitution  itfelf,  is  ponened  of  powers 
capable  of  counteracting  the  effects  of  fuch 
an  accident. 

Under  the  moft  favourable  circumftances 
which  can  attend  a  rupture  of  the  uterus, 
it  muft  ftill  be  acknowledged  a  fituation 
of  the  greateft  danger  to  the  patient.  But 
while  No.  I,  II,  III,  and  the  event  of  Mrs. 
Manning's  cafe,  obviate  the  firft  objection, 
by  proving  that  it  is  an  accident  of  itfelf, 
not  certainly  fatal,  I  natter  myfelf  there 
are  others  in  the  collection,  that  may  affift 
us  in  difcovering  thofe  particular  points,  on 
which  its  uncommon  mortality  depends. 

Many  pofitive  facts  can  be  brought  to 
weaken  the  force  of  the  fecond  objection. 
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No.  I,  IV,  V,  VIII,  XVII,  XXI,  evince 
the  eafe  with  which  the  extraction  of  the 
fcetus  may  in  general  be  performed  :  and  in 
No,  VI,  IX,  XV,  XX,  and  the  cafe  of  Mrs. 
Manning,  it  was  evident  that  the  obftacles 
to  fpeedy  delivery,  did  not  arife  from  any 
contraction  of  the  foft  parts,  but  from 
narrownefs  of  the  pelvis  at  the  brim*  In 
cafe  No.  VII,  the  extraction  of  the  child 
was  not  attempted,  till  the  third  day  after 
the  uterus  had  been  ruptured ;  when,  it 
may  he  fuppofed,  the  paffages  had  acquired 
almoft  their  greateif  degree  of  refinance, 
as  far  as  depended  on  mere  contraction. 
But  though  the  gentleman  who  delivered 
the  patient,  found  fome  difficulty  in  palling 
his  hand  into  the  cavity;  yet  it  was  happily 
performed,  and  the  woman  bore  the  deli- 
very well.    I  mall  only  add,  what  is,  in 
my  opinion,  conclufive  againft  this  fecond 
objection  ;  that  I  have  never  heard  of  a 
cafe  of  ruptured  uterus,  where  the  man- 
midwife  was  foiled  in  his  attempts  to  de- 
liver.   Let  it  however  be  underftood,  that 
when  I  fpeak  of  the  eafe  with  which  deli- 


[t  «*M  .3 

very  may  be  performed  in  fuch  cafes,  it  is 
always  upon  a  fuppofition,  that  the  accident 
has  not  been  the  effect  of  external  violence 
in  the  early  periods  of  pregnancy,  but  of 
the  efforts  of  the  uterus  itfelf,  at  or  near 
the  full  term  -y  which  efforts  may  already 
have  either  dilated  the  parts,  or  excited  in 
them  a  difpofition  to  yield.  For  no  perfon 
acquainted  with  the  ftructure  and  phyfio^ 
logy  of  the  uterus,  could  hope  to  fucceed 
by  forcible  attempts  to  deliver  through 
the  natural  paffage,  in  fuch  cafes  as  No, 
XIV,  or  XV. 

"  The  fear  of  rendering  a  fituation  of 
extreme  danger,  irremediable,"  which  is  the 
third  objection ;  and  the  inhumanity  of 
increafing  the  fufferings  of  a  fellow-crea  cure 
by  endeavours  which  are  painful,  without 
promifing  to  be  fuccefsful }  would,  if  well 
founded,  powerfully  perfuade  againft  the 
practice  I  wifh  to  recommend.  But  if 
La  Motte  extracted  the  fretus  No.  V,  en 
moins  d'un  Miferere,  Peu,  No.  VIII,  d'un 
feul  tour  de  main  ;  if  we  learn  from  No. 
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XVII,  that  the  patient  exprefled  her  "  fa- 
tisfaction  with  amazement  at  the  eafe  with 
which  me  was  delivered  and  by  No. 
XX,  and  XXI,  and  Mrs.  Manning's  cafe 
know,  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
the  introduction  of  the  hand,  nor  much 
force  necefTary  in  extracting  the  child : 
if  it  does  not  appear  that,  in  the  pa- 
tients delivered,  not  even  in  No.  VII,  any 
fymptoms  occurred  afterwards,  which  could 
be  fairly  attributed  to  the  force  ufed  for 
that  purpofe  ;  it  will,  I  think,  be  allowed 
that  the  third  objection  is  in  fome  fort  an- 
fwered,  both  as  to  the  danger  and  inhuma- 
nity of  the  practice.  The  earnefmefs  with 
which  women  entreat  to  be  delivered, 
mould  likewife  be  allowed  fome  influence 
in  this,  and  in  all  cafes  of  fuch  emergency ; 
fince  wherever  recovery  is  pomble,  it  is  of 
the  higheft  importance  to  render  the  mind 
of  the  patient  eafy  and  fatisned  ;  and  every 
perfon  of  experience  in  the  practice  of  mid- 
wifery mull  be  well  apprized,  that  no  wo- 
man will  believe  herfelf  to  have  a  chance 
of  recovering,  while  me  knows  that  a  dead 
child  remains  within  her  body. 
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Befides  the  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  delivery,  on  the  fcore  of  pain  and 
danger  to  the  woman,  it  has  been  fuggefled 
that  the  conftitution,  if  not  farther  difturbed, 
might  be  able  to  accommodate  itfelf  to 
this  unufual  fituation  of  the  foetus ;  or  by 
fome  extraordinary  exertion  of  its  powers, 
after  a  great  change  produced  in  the  foft 
parts  of  the  child,  direct  thofe  which  re- 
mained and  could  not  be  altered,  where 
they  might  be  expelled  from  the  body  of 
the  mother,  with  lefs  danger  to  her  life  than 
would  have  attended  the  extraction  of  the 
whole  foetus,  foon  after  the  original  acci- 
dent. 

Many  examples  have  been  collected  by 
Dr.  Garthshore,  tending  to  eftab- 
lifh  the  poflibility  of  fuch  a  procefs.  But 
with  the  greateft  deference  for  my  friend's 
opinion  and  judgment,  lam  ftill  unconvin- 
ced, as  to  the  inference  he  feems  to  wifli 
mould  be  drawn,  from  the  in  fiances  he  has 
cited  }  and  mould  deem  myfelf  unpardona- 
ble if,  in  cafes  fimilar  to  that  of  Mrs.  Man- 
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ning,  I  were  to  leave  a  fall  grown  foetus  in 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  from  a  hope 
that  the  conftitution  could  ever,  either  ac- 
commodate itfelf  to  fo  large  a  mafs  in  a  fi- 
tuation  fo  unufual,  or  be  able  to  expel  it, 
without  the  fafety  of  the  woman  being  en- 
dangered. Nature,  I  am  willing  to  grant, 
has  wonderful  refources,  with  powers,  the 
extent  of  which  we  mall  never  fully  com- 
prehend ;  but  as  we  are  like  wife  ignorant 
of  the  particular  circumftances  which  di- 
rect their  application,  it  becomes  our  duty 
rather  to  purfue  rational  means,  than  to  en- 
courage vilionary  expectations.  To  heal  a 
laceration  of  the  uterus,  through  which  a 
child  has  been  carefully  returned  and  ex- 
tracted by  the  natural  paflage,  feems  a  pro- 
cefs  more  eafy  to  be  effected  by  the  powers 
of  the  conftitution,  than  either  to  enclofe, 
in  a  fac  or  cruft,  a  foetus  that  has  been  al- 
lowed to  remain  in  the  abdomen  of  the  mo- 
ther ;  or  to  difcharge  it  peacemeal  after 
many  years,  by  fome  unnatural  outlet. 
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None  of  the  hiftories  which  give  an  ac- 
count of  bones  difcharged  by  the  anus,  or 
from  abfcelTes,  can  be  admitted  as  unequi- 
vocal proofs  of  the  foetus  having  been  ori- 
ginally in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.  Of  the 
few  which  afford  ground  for  fuch  a  fuppo- 
fition,  the  evidence  is  merely  prefumptive ; 
and  of  the  others,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  they  were  extra-uterine  conceptions ; 
which  poffeffing  the  principles  of  life,  rea- 
dily form  adheiions  with  whatever  part  of 
the  mother,  they  happen  to  be  in  contact ; 
and  whether  included  in  the  ovaria,  Fallo- 
pian tubes,  or  abdominal  cavity,  derive  their 
nouriihment  from  her  body.  The  increafe 
of  thefe  conceptions  being  very  gradual, 
and  from  beginnings  extremely  minute ; 
the  foetus  enveloped  in  its  own  membranes, 
and  prefenting  a  fmooth  furface  to  the  con- 
tiguous parts,  produces  very  little  irritation 
till  it  offends  by  its  bulk.  The  firft  effect 
of  this  ftimulus  will  be  fuch  a  degree  of 
inflammation,  as  by  producing  adhefions, 
may  probably  ferve  to  connect  the  ovum 
more  firmly  with  the  adjoining  vifcera  ; 
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and  enable  the  woman  to  fupport  its  weight 
with  lefs  inconvenience.  Some  circum- 
ftance  powerful  enough  to  extinguish  life  in 
the  foetus,  occurring  at  laft,  it  is  rendered  a 
mere  extraneous  fubftance  within  the  mo- 
ther's body  ;  and  thereby  becoming  more 
offenfive,  the  conflitution  will  be  particu- 
larly excited  to  expel  a  mafs,  now  no  longer 
immediately  connected  with  it.  Ulceration 
is  the  method  which  nature  employs  for 
this  purpofe  ;  and  after  the  foft  parts  have 
been  altered,  the  bones  are  guided  by  that 
procefs,  to  the  neareft  external  furface,  to 
the  fkin,  or  to  the  inteftinal  canal,  which  is 
external  with  refpect  to  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  adhefions  which  have  been 
formed  with  the  peritoneal  lining  of  the 
abdomen  or  covering  of  the  inteflines,  will 
determine  the  pointing  of  the  abfcefs,  by 
which  the  bones  of  the  foetus  are  at  laft  to 
be  expelled,  if  the  powers  of  life  in  the  pa- 
tient do  not  fink,  before  that  can  be  per- 
formed. If  this  is  the  melancholy  progrefs 
of  extra-uterine  conception,  life  on  fuch 
terms  would  be  a  wretched  purchafe.  Har- 
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raffed  through  many  painful  years  by  a  va- 
riety off  fuffering  ;  by  inflammation,  ulce- 
ration and  incurable  fores,  the  woman  drags 
on  a  miferable  exiftence,  infinitely  more  to 
be  dreaded  than  death  itfelf. 

'But  in  cafes  of  ruptured  uterus,  we  have 
not  even  the  probable  chance  of  a  termina- 
tion like  the  above.  For  if  we  attend  to 
the  firft  ftages  of  extra- uterine  conception  ; 
its  minute  beginning  and  gradual  increafe  j 
its  fmooth  inverting  membrane,  and  the 
firm  adhefions  by  which  it  is  connected  to 
the  neighbouring  parts ;  and  compare  thefe 
with  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  gra- 
vid uterus  near  the  full  term ;  the  violence 
it  mud  fuftain  from  a  caufe  capable  of 
rending  its  fubftance ;  the  bulk,  weight, 
and  form  of  the  foetu* ;  and  its  unconfined 
fituation,  furrounded  by  parts  very  fufcep- 
tible  of  injury,  the  moft  fanguine  and  ffre- 
nuous  advocate  for  a  dependence  on  the 
refources  of  Nature,  will  hardly  venture  to 
flatter  himfelf  with  a  fimilar  event  from  cir- 
eumftances  fo  complicated,  and  fo  widely 
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different.  Were  we  ..even  encouraged  to 
hope  that  cafes  of  rupture  could,  by  leaving 
them  to  Nature,  be  brought  to  terminate, 
as  the  greateft  number  of  recorded  extra- 
uterine conceptions  have  done  ;  would  it  be 
either  wife  or  humane  to  reject  the  pombi- 
Jity  of  refloring  the  patient  to  perfect  health, 
for  the  bare  probability  of  fecuring  to  her,  a 
few  comfortlefs  years  ?  But  the  truth  is,  that 
in  every  cafe  of  ruptured  uterus,  where  the 
child  was  not  extracted,  the  mother  died. 


HAVING  endeavoured  to  invalidate  thofe 
arguments,  which  are  urged  withmoft  plau- 
fibility  againft  the  extraction  of  the  child, 
in  cafes  of  ruptured  uterus,  I  mail  proceed 
to  point  out  the  pernicious  effects,  which 
its  remaining  in  the  .abdomen  mufl  inevi- 
tably produce. 

The  increafed  fufceptibility  of  irritation, 
which  prevails  in  a  ftate  of  pregnancy,  the 
preffure  which  the  abdominal  vifcera  fuftain 
from  the  growth  of  the  uterus,  and  reiift- 
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ance  of  the  integuments,  and  the  action  of 
the  uterus  and  mufcles  of  the  abdomen  in 
the  fevere  pangs  of  labour,  will  all  difpofe 
the  peritoneum  to  be  more  readily  affected 
by  any  new  irritating  caufe.  It  is  eafy 
therefore  to  imagine,  how  much  parts  very 
fufceptible  of  irritation  muft  be  liable  to 
fuffer,  from  the  violence  done  to  the  uterus, 
by  an  action  capable  of  lafcerating  its  fub- 
ftance  -s  and  by  the  prefence  of  an  extraneous 
mafs  fo  considerable,  as  a  child  near  the  full 
time ;  that  is  not  only  out  of  place,  but  be- 
ing unconrined,  muft  follow  the  motion  of 
the  woman's  body,  and  by  its  mere  weight, 
rub  and  bruife  the  tender  vifcera  among 
which  it  lies. 

The  fever  which  fometimes  feizes  lying- 
in  women,  affords  a  ftrong  proof  of  the 
particular  difpofition  of  the  peritoneal  coat 
to  inflame  at  that  time.  Originating  from 
fome  caufe  too  inconfiderable  or  too  fubtle 
to  be  readily  detected  ;  it  is  yet  fo  active  as 
frequently  to  deftroy  the  patient  very  fpeedi- 
ly.    The  diffection  of  the  bodies  of  thofe 


who  have  died  of  this  difeafe,  (hews  how 
violently  the  abdominal  vifcera  are  afFedted ; 
particularly  the  inteftines,  mefentery  and 
omentum  :  every  degree  of  mifchief,  from 
the  flighted  inflammation  to  a  complete 
gangrene,  being  fometimes  evident  in  the 
fame  body.  Befides  other  appearances  of 
inflammation  on  the  inteftines,  they  are 
found  adhering  in  different  places,  as  if 
glewed  together,  and  their  furface  fome- 
times covered  with  thick  matter.  The 
omentum  is  often  almoft  wafted  away ; 
what  remains  having  become  black  and 
putrid.  In  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  ferous  fluid  is  ge- 
nerally found  ;  fometimes  mixed  with  pus, 
and  having  pieces  of  a  thicker  matter,  like 
curds,  fwimming  in  it :  this  fluid  varies 
in  quantity  and  colour,  and  is  commonly 
putrid.  Whether  thefe  difeafed  appearan- 
ces in  the  abdomen  are  caufe  or  efFect,  pro- 
ducing the  fever  or  produced  by  it,  they 
equally  prove  the  ftrong  difpofition,  which 
the  parts  have  to  inflame  in  a  puerperal 
ftate ;  and  make  it  more  eafy  to  conceive 
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the  dangerous  confequences,  which  mud 
arife  from  the  body  of  a  child  remaining 
among  the  bowels,  then  fo  peculiarly  fuf- 
eeptible  of  every  fpecies  of  irritation.  In 
fact,  the  fymptoms  and  appearances  in  a 
woman  who  has  furvived  a  rupture  of  the 
uterus  fome  days,  very  much  refemble  thofe 
arifing  from  puerperal  fever. 

In  all  cafes  of  ruptured  uterus,  where  the 
patient  furvived  the  accident  even  but  a 
few  hours,  if  the  body  was  examined  after 
death,  there  were  difcovered  evident  proofs 
of  peritoneal  inflammation.  In  No.  XVIII, 
a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time  could  have  inter- 
vened, between  the  laceration  of  the  uterus 
and  death  of  the  woman  ;  and  in  No.  XX, 
between  the  accident  and  delivery  :  yet  in 
both,  flight  flgns  of  inflammation  appeared 
on  the  uterus  and  inteftines.  Striking 
marks  were  to  be  difcovered  in  No.  XVI, 
though  life  had  not  continued  more  than 
three  hours,  after  the  rupture  was  fuppofed 
to  have  taken  place.  In  No.  IX,  the  lymp- 
toms  which  prevailed  for  fome  days  pre- 
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vious  to  the  death  of  the  patient,  bore  an 
evident  refemblance  to  thofe  which  attend 
puerperal  fever ;  and  the  appearances  on 
opening  the  body,  were  the  fame  that  are 
obferved  in  women  who  have  died  of  that 
difeafe.  Though  the  child  feems  to  have 
remained  ten  or  twelve  hours  in  this  wo- 
man's abdomen,  many  of  the  threatning 
fymptoms  abated  during  the  firft  and  Se- 
cond days  after  delivery  ;  and  had  not  thofe 
indicating  peritoneal  affeclion  continued  to 
increafe,  there  might  have  been  ground  to 
hope  a  lefs  fatal  termination,  Something 
iimilar  appears  to  have  happened  in  No. 
XVII,  where  the  child  was  three  or  four 
hours  among  the  vifcera ;  but  in  that  cafe 
the  placenta  was  not  removed,  and  me  foon 
funk  under  her  complaints.  Dr.  Denman 
has  remarked  "  how  flrongly  the  appear- 
ances in  No.  XV,  refembled  thofe  which 
have  been  defcribed  as  characterizing  the 
child-bed  fever" ;  his  patient  having  fur- 
vived  the  rupture  about  fifteen  hours.  From 
Pouteau's  cafe,  No.  XI,  it  may  be  prefu- 
med,  the  child  had  been  upwards  of  twenty 
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hours  in  the  abdomen  of  the  mother  ;  and 
he  defcribes  the  uterus,  (peritoneal  cover- 
ing) as,  «  being  of  a  lively  red  colour,  re- 
fembling  inflammation."  No.  XXI,  ex- 
hibited ftriking  marks  of  inflammation, 
through  the  whole  extent  of  the  inteftines, 
omentum,  and  peritoneum,  with  adhefions 
and  a  tendency  to  fphacelate  ;  and  Mr. 
Goldfon  remarks,  "  that  the  vifcera  had  a, 
refemblance  to  what  is  generally  obferved 
in  thofe,  who  have  died  of  puerperal  fever." 
By  Saviard's  account,  No.  XII,  the  patient 
feems  to  have  furvived  two  days  with  the 
child  in  the  abdomen  ;  and  his  expreffion  is, 
"  That  the  interlines  were  fretted  ( tou$ 
rongez )  and  the  omentum  rotten  and  link- 
ing." The  woman,  No.  VII,  was  not  de- 
livered till  the  third,  and  lived  to  the 
twenty-fixth  day  after  the  rupture  had 
taken  place  ;  fo  that  the  appearances  on 
difle&ion  were  not,  ftrictly  fpeaking,  thofe 
of  inflammation,  but  of  its  confequen- 
ces ;  the  inteftines  being  glewed  together  ; 
every  where  adhering  to  the  neighbouring 
parts ;  and  in  fome  places  compacted  into  a 
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firm  mafs.  The  hardnefs,  tenfion,  and  fore- 
nefs  of  the  abdomen  of  which  La  Motte's 
patient  complained,  when  he  firft  faw  her, 
are  beft  accounted  for  by  fuppofing  the 
peritoneum  to  have  been  injured,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  child  having  remained  five 
or  fix  hours  among  the  vifcera.  Though 
in  No.  VI,  there  were  no  fymptoms  that 
particularly  pointed  out  the  nature  of  the 
complaint,  or  that  could  excite  much  fear 
for  the  woman's  fafety  in  the  beginnings 
yet  thofe  which  immediately  preceded  her 
death,  could  be  referred  to  peritoneal  in- 
flammation alone.  The  only  circumftan- 
ces  in  Mrs.  Manning's  cafe  which  requi- 
red medical  treatment,  were  fuch  as  feemed 
to  arife  from  a  fimilar  caufe.  Although 
the  woman,  No.  XIII,  lived  five  months 
after  the  accident,  by  which  the  uterus  ap- 
pears to  have  been  ruptured ;  yet  me  loft 
ftrength,  and  her  health  declined  daily  from 
that  time :  and  on  infpedting  the  body  after 
death  ;  the  foetid  matter  found  in  the  ab- 
domen, the  wafted  omentum,  the  adhering 
vifcera,  with  the  marks  of  former  inflam-? 
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mation  and  fuppuration,  all  indicated  that 
the  peritoneal  coat  had  been  principally  af- 
fected. 

Such  are  the  effects  we  might  reafona- 
bly  expect,  and  fuch  are  actually  produced 
by  the  body  of  a  child  being  allowed  to 
continue  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  even  for 
a  very  fhort  time  :  and  from  thefe  exam- 
ples, I  hope  little  doubt  can  remain,  of  the 
neceffity  of  applying  proper  means  to  obvi- 
ate confequences  fo  truly  alarming.  A 
very  refpectable  writer,  holding  an  opinion 
fomewhat  different  from  mine  on  the  pre- 
fent  fubject,  fays :  "  If  ever  a  woman  has 
a  chance  from  Nature,  it  muft  be  where 
no  inflammation  has  preceded  the  accident ; 
and  by  the  prevention  of  fuch  irritation  as 
is  capable  of  exciting  this."    But  let  him 
reflect  a  moment  on  the  circumftances  I 
have  ftated,  and  he  muft,  I  think,  be  con- 
vinced, that  to  leave  a  full  grown  foetus 
among  the  vifcera  of  the  mother,  is  not  a 
meafure  likely  to  prevent  irritation,  or  to 
increafe  the  chance  of  her  recovery. 


[      126  ] 


ABSTRACTED  from  the  particular 
injury,  which  the  abdominal  vifcera  them- 
felves  are  liable  to  fuftain,  the  wound  of  the 
uterus  can  have  little  difpofition  to  unite, 
while  the  body  of  a  child  is  acting  on  all  the 
furrounding  parts  as  a  conftant  and  powerful 
ftimulus  :  for  the  advantage  which  might 
be  expected  from  the  tendency  of  the  uterus 
to  contract  and  bring  the  divided  parts 
more  into  contact,  whdn  releafed  from  the 
child  and  fecundines,  feems  in  a  great 
meafure  defeated  by  any  extraneous  fub- 
ftance  remaining  in  the  abdomen.  No. 
XIII  and  XIV,  may  be  conndered  as  proofs 
of  the  effect  of  fuch  a  caufe  ;  fmce  in  the 
whole  five  months,  the  time  thofe  women 
furvived  the  accident,  the  healing  procefs 
had  never  begun  in  No.  XIII ;  and  fmali 
as  the  embryo  muft  have  been  in  No.  XIV, 
it  had  prevented  the  union  of  the  peritoneal 
portion,  though  the  uterine  part  had  healed. 
A  knowledge  of  this  fact,  will  point  out 
the  necemty  of  bringing  away  the  placenta, 
after  having  extracted  the  child  ;  as  from 
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its  bulk,  and  tendency  to  become  putrid; 
it  may  be  fuppofed  capable  of  producing 
the  moft  ferious  confequences.  Irritation, 
inflammation,  and  all  the  dire  effecls  of  pu- 
trid abforption,  are  to  be  apprehended  from 
its  remaining  among  the  vifcera  ;  and  our 
endeavours  to  fnatch  the  patient  from  im- 
pending danger,  rnufl  be  conlidered  as  in- 
complete, until  the  placenta  is  removed. 

The  moft  favourable  fituation  for  the  ef- 
forts of  nature  to  produce  adheiions,  and 
carry  on  a  procefs  for  relieving  the  cOnfH- 
tution  of  fuch  a  load,  is  undoubtedly  when 
the  rupture  of  the  uterus  has  been  the  ef- 
fect of  accident  j  the  powers  of  the  confti- 
tution  being  unimpaired,  and  equal  to  the 
greateft  exertions.  Yet  in  No.  XIII  and 
XIV,  under  fuch  favourable  circumfbmces, 
with  this  farther  advantage,  that  the  wo- 
man in  one  cafe  was  in  the  feventh  month, 
in  the  other  only  in  the  fourth,  and  of 
courfe  the  children  fmall  ■  nature  was  un- 
equal to  the  talk,  and  after  many  efforts 
funk  under  the  attempt  in  a  few  months  : 
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hence  we  may  conclude,  how  little  hope 
remains  of  a  happy  termination,  when  the 
foetus  has  attained  its  full  growth,  and  the 
conftitutional  powers  of  the  mother  are 
weakened  and  deranged,  by.  a  tedious  and 
fevere  labour.  But  more  chearful  expecta- 
tions may  be  indulged,  if  the  cumbrous 
bulk  of  a  dead  child  is  fpeedily  and  gently 
removed  from  among  the  viifcera.  Nature, 
when  fo  relieved,  is  not  only  capable  of 
reftoring  the  patient  to  tolerable  health,  but 
to  the  complete  poffeffion  of  all  her  facul- 
ties :  the  uterus  feeming  to  have  regained 
the  power  of  difcharging  its  functions  as 
perfectly,  in  the  cafe  of  Mrs.  Manning  and 
of  the  Negro  woman,  No.  XXII,  as  if  it 
never  had  been  injured. 

In  enumerating  the  figns  of  a  rupture  of 
the  uterus,  I  have  mentioned,  as  the  raoft 
decifive,  the  retroceffion  of  the  child,  and 
the  eafe  with  which  the  form  of  its  limbs 
can  be  traced  through  the  integuments.  If 
previous  to  the  accident,  the  head  has  been 
fo  wedged  among  the  bones,  or  any  other 


[    I29  ] 

part  fo  entangled  in  the  parTage  that  it  can- 
not recede,  we  mall  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  forming  an  opinion  of  the  cafe, 
from  fymptoms  which  do  not  fo  clearly  in* 
dicate  the  nature  of  the  mifchief.  Thefe 
may  fometimes  be  fo  mild  at  firft,  as  to  give 
no  immediate  alarm  ;  but  in  general,  they 
will  be  fufficiently  marked  to  determine  the 
dangerous  iituation  of  the  patient  and  to 
point  out  the  propriety  of  affifting  her,  by 
judicious  attempts  to  deliver.  ■ 

Should  it  be  allowed,  that  I  have  made  a 
proper  felection  of  cafes  to  illuftrate  my 
opinion  on  this  fubject,  and  that  I  have  rea- 
foned  juftly  from  the  facts  which  they  con- 
tain, I  think  the  following  conclusions  may 
be  admitted : 

Firft;  Thit  a  rupture  of -the  gravid 
uterus,  which  has  even  allowed  a  fcetus  to 
pafs  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  is  not 
to  be  confidered  as  a  cafe  abfolutely  hope- 
lefs. 

K 
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Secondly  ;  That  no  relief  is  reafonably  tq 
be  expected  from  any  power  which  we  can 
fuppofe  the  conftitution  to  have  over  a  fcetus 
in  fuch  circumitances. 

Thirdly  ;  That  the  danger  of  fuch  a  cafe 
is  not  folely  from  the  injury  done  to  the 
uterus  itfelf;  but  is  greatly  increafed,  by 
that  which  the  vifcera  muit  fuftain,  from 
the  child  remaining  in  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen. 

Fourthly ;  That  the  danger  will  general- 
ly be  in  proportion  to  the  time  the  child  is. 
fuffered  to  remain  among  the  vifcera,  and 
to  the  fufceptibility  of  irritation  which  then 
prevails  in  the  conftitution. 

Fifthly  i  That  delivery  affords  the  only 
profpect  of  recovery  to  the  patient ;  and 
mould  therefore  be  effected  as  foon  as  the 
circumftances  will  permit  :  and  that  by  de- 
livery is  to  be  underftood,  the  extraction  of 
both  foetus  and  placenta. 
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Although  thefe  inferences  may  be  fairly 
deducible  from  what  has  been  faid,  yet  cir- 
cumflances  will  frequently  arife,  in  a  cafe 
of  fuch  complicated  danger,  which  will 
baffle  all  reafoning  from  general  principles  : 
for  when  rupture  is  the  confequence  of 
fome  violent  difeafe  having  affected  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  uterus  itfelf,  no  advantage  is 
to  be  expected  from  any  meafure  that  can 
be  tried.  When  the  accident  is  attended 
with  exceflive  haemorrhage,  death  too  ge- 
nerally happens  before  it  is  poflible  with 
any  certainty,  to  determine  the  nature  of 
the  complaint ;  and  even  if  the  haemorrhage 
mould  not  be  fo  violent  as  to  deftroy  the 
patient  very  fuddenly,  it  may  be  fo  consi- 
derable as,  by  greatly  diminishing  the  pow- 
ers of  life,  to  make  her  recovery  impoffible. 

Other  caufes  exifting  in  the  conftitution, 
may  contribute  to  render  fuch  an  accident 
peculiarly  fatal.  The  body  being  at  this 
time  in  a  ftate  very  fufceptible  of  ftimulus, 
whatever  ads  violently  on  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem,  may  have  the  power  to  produce  effects 
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fuddenly  deftructive  of  life ;  and  fymptoms 
of  great  debility  coming  on  after  a  fudden 
ceflation  of  ftrong  labour-pains,  ought  al- 
ways to  be  confidered  as  indicating  danger. 

Thus,  actuated  by  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  pro- 
feffional  duty,  have  I  ventured,  in  cafes  of 
ruptured  uterus,  to  combat  what  appears  to 
me  a  vifionary  confidence  in  the  powers  of 
the  conftitution  ;  and  endeavoured  to  vindi- 
cate the  extraction  of  the  foetus,  from  the 
charge  of  inhumanity,  as  founded  on  the 
pain,  difficulty,  and  danger  of  the  practice* 
It  is  my  wim  to  rouze  the  fupine,  and  em- 
bolden the  timid  fpirit ;  and  impart  to  the 
doubting  mind  fuch  a  portion  of  that  con- 
viction which  fo  forcibly  ftrikes  my  own, 
as  may  influence  others  to  try  in  future  the 
fuccefs  of  fpeedy  delivery ;  fince  it  does  not 
appear,  that  any  thing  has  hitherto  been 
gained  by  a  different  conduct. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  urged  again  ft  the 
practice  I  have  prefumed  to  recommend, 
that  the  hiftories  of  recovery  are  too  few  to 
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juftify  its  obtaining  a  preference  to  other 
modes  propofed.  This  objection  ought, 
however,  to  have  no  weight  againft  the 
eftablifhed  poffibility  of  a  favourable  event* 
when  the  fcetus  has  been  extracted  ;  unlefs 
pofitive  and  unequivocal  proofs  can  be  pro- 
duced, of  fimilar  fuccefs  in  cafes  which  have 
been  trufted  wholly  to  the  operation  of  the 
natural  powers.  But  may  not  this  defici- 
ency of  fuccesfful  cafes  be  imputed  to  the 
gloomy  idea  of  inevitable  death,  that  has 
too  generally  been  annexed  to  this  accident  ? 
which,  by  deftroying  hope,  has  checked 
that  ardour  of  inquiry  and  enterprize  which 
mould  lead  to  information,  exertion,  and 
fuccefs  i  has  deprived  us  of  the  aid  of  ex- 
perience ;  and  of  the  advantages  that  might 
have  been  derived  from  a  comparifon  of  facts 
and  obfervations. 

It  is,  however,  a  fource  of  comfort  that, 
amidfl:  fuch  accumulated  danger,  there  ftill 
remains  a  poifibility  of  recovery ;  and  as  this 
feems  in  a  great  meafure,  to  depend  on  the 
fpeedy  removal  of  the  fcetus  and  fecundines 
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from  among  the  vifcera,  it  becomes  of  the 
higheft  importance,  to  be  able  foon  to  de- 
termine, that  the  uterus  is  actually  ruptur- 
ed. It  was  my  defign,  to  bring  into  one 
view  all  the  circumftances  that  could  be 
collected,  which  were  likely,  on  fuch  occa- 
iions,  to  affift  in  directing  our  judgment  -y 
but  I  perceive,  with  regret,  that  thefe  are 
infufficient  to  eftablifh  the  abfolute  certain- 
ty, which  I  wifh  could  be  obtained,  in  a 
matter  of  fo  great  confequence. 

Yet  my  intentions  will  not  be  wholly 
fruftrated,  if,  by  fhewing  that  lacerations  of 
the  uterus,  happen  more  frequently  than 
has  generally  been  fuppofed,  I  mould  be 
instrumental  in  directing  the  endeavours  of 
ingenious  men,  to  a  careful  inveftigation  of 
the  caufes  of  this  accident,  and  of  the  lymp- 
toms  which  principally  characterize  it.  At- 
tention to  thefe  points,  will  contribute  tx> 
increafe  our  knowledge,  to  infpire  hope,  to 
produce  more  decifion  in  the  meafures  to 
be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  fufFerers,  and 
to  give  more  efficacy  to  their  application* 
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But  whatever  may  be  the  event,  where  the 
fastus  has  in  fu eh  cafes  been  extracted  by 
the  natural  paffage,  one  confolatory  reflec- 
tion will  ftill  remain,  that  if  this  expedient 
has  failed  to  preferve  life,  it  has-fuperfeded 
no  mode  of  practice,  which  promifed  a 
chance  of  fafety  to  the  patient. 

FINIS, 
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